
The  
school  
that  
grows  
with  
your 
daughter

 OUR PARENTS SAY:

 I wish we had moved  
her to St George’s much, 
much earlier. 

 They really live up to their 
brand values, ‘focusing  
on the individual’, which 
other independent schools 
can only hope to achieve.

 Thirteen years at  
St George’s have been  
the best ever experience 
for my daughter.

 There are few schools 
whose whole focus  
is education –  
St George’s is one.

 This is the most complete 
and rewarding education 
any girl could ever hope  
to enjoy.

 Every penny is money  
well spent!

 My daughter has truly 
blossomed at St George’s.

 At the age of 6 my 
daughter was at another 
Edinburgh school and was 
miserable. She would 
regularly say, ‘What’s the 
point in going to school? 
It’s so boring’. We moved 
her to St George’s and it’s 
the best thing we could 
have done. She has loved 
it since Day One! 

 We appreciate the 
excellent wrap-around 
care, good food and  
a caring, supportive 
environment from  
7.45am to 6.00pm.

 My daughter has been  
at the school for only two 
years but the difference  
in her confidence and 
willingness to try anything 
is admirable and testimony 
to the ethos of the school.   

 Every day is ‘great’!

 My daughters come out  
of school with a huge 
smile on their faces every 
day and lots of wonderful 
stories to share.

DESIGNED FOR GIRLS

DESIGNED FOR GIRLS



Designed for girls
ANNE EVEREST
HEAD

AS THE ONLY ALL-THROUGH GIRLS’ SCHOOL 
in Edinburgh, St George’s specialises in girls’ education, 
both inside and outside the classroom.

In a single sex education environment, girls are free  
to be themselves, develop at their own pace (often  
faster than boys) and find their own voice in a learning 
context that is free from distractions and stereotypes.

That’s why we say St George’s is designed for girls.   
It always has been and it always will.

Every step of the way, from two right through to eighteen  
years, your daughter has unrivalled learning opportunities, 
excellent teaching and individual support for her personal, 
social and intellectual development.

Our flexible approach to learning and care provides a level 
of educational and welfare support few, if any, can match.

As one parent put it, St George’s is “the school that grows 
with your daughter.” 
 

Anne Everest 
Head

School
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AT ST GEORGE’S YOUR CHILD’S STORY 
begins as early as eighteen months, with our 
comprehensive pre-nursery childcare service.

There is no bigger journey than life, and we 
believe in helping her through it one small step  
at a time. Each step is an easy transition to the 
next, all the way up to sixth form. We call this 
“joined- up” learning.

From the age of two, your child’s education  
starts in earnest. 

Nursery provides a flexible and caring school 
education where she will enjoy a happy, creative 
and structured day. She will learn through play  
in wonderfully designed rooms that provide the 
foundations for a lifetime of learning. There are 
also five beautiful outdoor play areas offering 
opportunities for environmental learning and 
imaginative role play.

Our nursery is not all about play, however. 
Specialist teaching is given in PE, art and music; 
the curriculum is planned in consultation with 
you and your child and supported by extensive 
use of information and communications 
technologies, including computers and 
smartboards. 

Nor does the journey stop with your child’s 
cognitive development: after feeding her mind, 
we feed her body with a healthy lunch prepared 
each day by a real chef! 

Our children enjoy structured sessions with our 
PE staff and practise running, jumping, skipping, 
climbing, balancing, throwing and catching.  
We even encourage them to care for the garden 
by doing a little weeding, digging, planting and 
watering.

But then our nursery has always been 
synonymous with growth.

FLEXIBLE DAY-CARE AVAILABLE FROM 7.45AM TO 6.00 PM.  5 BEAUTIFUL OUTDOOR PLAY AREAS

We will  
listen  

to her voice  
and learn  
her story. 

PAULA DENNIS
HEAD OF NURSERY

Nursery
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We foster a strong sense  
of identity and belonging.

  SUE HAY
HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL

BY THE TIME YOUR DAUGHTER IS READY
to move up to Junior School, she really is happy 
to move. She will have already spent a lot  
of time there visiting the library, joining in  
the assemblies or using the gym hall. So the 
transition is entirely natural. 

Now she is ready to participate in the dynamic, 
nurturing and secure learning environment that 
is St George’s Junior School. Here, from age five 
to nine, we focus on each individual’s needs, 
allowing and encouraging everyone to reach  
their potential.

Girls are taught in small classes, each with their 
own teacher, enhanced with specialist teaching 
in music, PE, art, drama and modern languages.

We make regular use of our wonderful school 
grounds for outdoor learning. Investigative and 
problem-solving skills and the physical freedom 
of the outdoors stimulate creativity and enhance 
our girls’ learning experience.

As well as a wrap-around education, crucially,   
we also offer wrap-around care. You can drop 
your daughter at Breakfast Club from 7.45am  
and children can stay as late as 6pm at St George’s 
Plus, our after school club. If your daughter still 
has energy to burn, we have an extraordinary 
range of after hours clubs and activities to take 
part in: everything from judo, ballet and science, 
to French, art and storytelling. 

If you can’t find a club she likes the sound of tell  
us about her interest and we might even start  
a club for her!

After all, didn’t we say we’re the school that 
grows with your daughter?

SMALL CLASSES AND AN ENVIRONMENT BUILT FOR LEARNING

Junior
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Smooth  
transitions  
build  
confidence  
and aspiration  
in our girls.
MARJORIE HALL
HEAD OF LOWER SCHOOL 

JUST UNDER 100 SUPER-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES ACROSS THE WHOLE SCHOOL 23 ENSEMBLES INCLUDING 7 CHOIRS,16 ORCHESTRAS/BANDS AND A PURPOSE-BUILT MUSIC CENTRE WITH 200 SEAT AUDITORIUM

THE TRANSITION BETWEEN PRIMARY
and secondary school is crucial.

At St George’s, the important years of P6-S1 
unfold in one unique place: Lower School.

This makes for a super smooth transition from 
primary to secondary education and a greater 
sense of belonging and well-being. In fact,  
the positive, relaxed relationship between  
staff and students is almost palpable.

Education is individually tailored and the 
happiness of each girl is high on the agenda. 

After Primary 6 at St George’s, all subjects  
are taught by specialist teachers, following  
a generous curriculum that takes account  
of breadth, balance and progression and  
fosters social and personal development. 

Students develop skills in language and 
communication, mathematics, science,  
social and environmental studies, technology, 
creative and aesthetic arts, sport, PE and 
religious and moral education.

Our Lower School girls also have the opportunity 
to mix socially, culturally, educationally and 
through sport and activities with our partner 
boys’ school, Merchiston Castle. 

Lower
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If I had  
to associate  
the school  
with just  
one word,  

it would be  
‘opportunity.’

ADRIENNE ARMSTRONG
SENIOR DEPUTY HEAD

BY THE TIME THEY REACH THE UPPER 
School, our girls have established a strong work 
ethic and are ready to accelerate their pursuit  
of academic excellence.

At St George’s, students enjoy an extremely 
broad and incredibly flexible curriculum in small 
classes, which ensure a high level of teacher 
attention for each girl.

Our teachers really do know our students, and 
that relationship is very much a distinguishing 
feature of the school. Girls can participate in an 
extraordinarily wide range of “super-curricular” 
activities – over 20 sports and around 100 clubs 
and other activities are run throughout the 
school. These broaden their skills and help them 
find and make new friends across the year groups.

With such support for their talents, our girls are 
confident about taking up every opportunity that 
comes their way.

12 ASTROTURF TENNIS COURTS, GRASS PITCHES, SPORTS HALL WITH SQUASH COURTS, TWO GYMNASIA

Upper
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We support 
and celebrate  

every girl’s  
achievements.

JILL BRYCE
HEAD OF SIXTH FORM

THE SIXTH FORM IS A TIME TO FINE-TUNE
intellectual independence, and develop self-
confidence and resilience so that the girls are 
ready to make a lasting contribution to society: 
they leave us confident in their ability to make  
a difference in the world. When you consider  
the lengths we go to, it is not surprising that  
they feel so many paths are open to them.

There are programmes of visiting speakers, work 
placement opportunities, one to one careers 
guidance, outreach… the list goes on and on.

Another distinctive feature of St George’s is our 
commitment to embracing the “Best of British” 
examination systems, combining both Scottish 
and English qualifications to stunning effect.  
Far from being outmoded, the Scottish Higher 
remains the gold standard for entry to Scottish 
universities and many of our students have 
received unconditional offers to Russell Group 
universities in both Scotland and England, based 
on Highers alone. 

Advanced Highers have a currency throughout 
the world: they are regarded as a rigorous and 
excellent preparation for a university education. 
In recent years, our success at Advanced Higher 
level has been recognized nationally, and the  
vast majority of our students go on to their first 
choice of university after sixth form.

OVER 20 SUBJECTS AVAILABLE AT HIGHER AND ADVANCED HIGHER5 ART STUDIOS, 3 DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY WORKSHOPS, CREATIVE KITCHENS AND A DRAMA STUDIO

Sixth

6



We support 
and celebrate  

every girl’s  
achievements.

JILL BRYCE
HEAD OF SIXTH FORM

THE SIXTH FORM IS A TIME TO FINE-TUNE
intellectual independence, and develop self-
confidence and resilience so that the girls are 
ready to make a lasting contribution to society: 
they leave us confident in their ability to make  
a difference in the world. When you consider  
the lengths we go to, it is not surprising that  
they feel so many paths are open to them.

There are programmes of visiting speakers, work 
placement opportunities, one to one careers 
guidance, outreach… the list goes on and on.

Another distinctive feature of St George’s is our 
commitment to embracing the “Best of British” 
examination systems, combining both Scottish 
and English qualifications to stunning effect.  
Far from being outmoded, the Scottish Higher 
remains the gold standard for entry to Scottish 
universities and many of our students have 
received unconditional offers to Russell Group 
universities in both Scotland and England, based 
on Highers alone. 

Advanced Highers have a currency throughout 
the world: they are regarded as a rigorous and 
excellent preparation for a university education. 
In recent years, our success at Advanced Higher 
level has been recognized nationally, and the  
vast majority of our students go on to their first 
choice of university after sixth form.

OVER 20 SUBJECTS AVAILABLE AT HIGHER AND ADVANCED HIGHER5 ART STUDIOS, 3 DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY WORKSHOPS, CREATIVE KITCHENS AND A DRAMA STUDIO

Sixth

6



We support 
and celebrate  

every girl’s  
achievements.

JILL BRYCE
HEAD OF SIXTH FORM

THE SIXTH FORM IS A TIME TO FINE-TUNE
intellectual independence, and develop self-
confidence and resilience so that the girls are 
ready to make a lasting contribution to society: 
they leave us confident in their ability to make  
a difference in the world. When you consider  
the lengths we go to, it is not surprising that  
they feel so many paths are open to them.

There are programmes of visiting speakers, work 
placement opportunities, one to one careers 
guidance, outreach… the list goes on and on.

Another distinctive feature of St George’s is our 
commitment to embracing the “Best of British” 
examination systems, combining both Scottish 
and English qualifications to stunning effect.  
Far from being outmoded, the Scottish Higher 
remains the gold standard for entry to Scottish 
universities and many of our students have 
received unconditional offers to Russell Group 
universities in both Scotland and England, based 
on Highers alone. 

Advanced Highers have a currency throughout 
the world: they are regarded as a rigorous and 
excellent preparation for a university education. 
In recent years, our success at Advanced Higher 
level has been recognized nationally, and the  
vast majority of our students go on to their first 
choice of university after sixth form.

OVER 20 SUBJECTS AVAILABLE AT HIGHER AND ADVANCED HIGHER5 ART STUDIOS, 3 DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY WORKSHOPS, CREATIVE KITCHENS AND A DRAMA STUDIO

Sixth

6



We support 
and celebrate  

every girl’s  
achievements.

JILL BRYCE
HEAD OF SIXTH FORM

THE SIXTH FORM IS A TIME TO FINE-TUNE
intellectual independence, and develop self-
confidence and resilience so that the girls are 
ready to make a lasting contribution to society: 
they leave us confident in their ability to make  
a difference in the world. When you consider  
the lengths we go to, it is not surprising that  
they feel so many paths are open to them.

There are programmes of visiting speakers, work 
placement opportunities, one to one careers 
guidance, outreach… the list goes on and on.

Another distinctive feature of St George’s is our 
commitment to embracing the “Best of British” 
examination systems, combining both Scottish 
and English qualifications to stunning effect.  
Far from being outmoded, the Scottish Higher 
remains the gold standard for entry to Scottish 
universities and many of our students have 
received unconditional offers to Russell Group 
universities in both Scotland and England, based 
on Highers alone. 

Advanced Highers have a currency throughout 
the world: they are regarded as a rigorous and 
excellent preparation for a university education. 
In recent years, our success at Advanced Higher 
level has been recognized nationally, and the  
vast majority of our students go on to their first 
choice of university after sixth form.

OVER 20 SUBJECTS AVAILABLE AT HIGHER AND ADVANCED HIGHER5 ART STUDIOS, 3 DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY WORKSHOPS, CREATIVE KITCHENS AND A DRAMA STUDIO
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Lots of schools  
say they focus on  
the individual.   
We actually do!
ANNA TOMLINSON
DEPUTY HEAD –  
BOARDING AND INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION

OUR BOARDERS ARE PART OF A DYNAMIC AND DIVERSE COMMUNITY THAT SHARES AN IDEAL HOME FROM HOME

HOULDSWORTH HOUSE WAS NAMED 
after one of the founders of St George’s and has 
been the home of our boarders since 1912. 

Refurbished and maintained to an exemplary 
standard, the house is located in a leafy residential 
area, yet only 15 minutes walk from the city 
centre and the cultural delights of Scotland’s 
iconic capital. It is a safe, friendly environment 
that provides an ideal home from home, while 
still situated within the main St George’s campus. 
We aim to strike the perfect balance between 
freedom and responsibility.

We celebrate diversity at St George’s and our 
current boarders hail from the UK, China, France, 
Germany, Ghana, Hong Kong, Korea, Nigeria, 
Russia, South Africa, Thailand and the Ukraine. 

We pride ourselves on being an international 
community and enjoy sharing and celebrating 
one another’s customs and festivals.

Our boarders are cared for by a team of teachers  
and houseparents who support the girls in every 
aspect of their academic and social lives.

The girls themselves also play an active part, 
helping to plan the menus, getting involved  
in room decoration and devising the weekly 
programme of activities, events and outings.

All meals, apart from weekday lunches, are 
cooked by our in-house chef and served in  
our own dining room. 

Just as they would at home, our boarders are 
encouraged to invite day girls for a meal or to 
stay overnight at weekends. 

Our boarding family is dynamic and upbeat  
and we are keen to let friends and families  
see it in action.

Boarding
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It’s not a school that  
values a few special pupils:  

it celebrates the  
achievements of everyone.

PHILIP REDFERN
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

10 THINGS YOU MIGHT NOT  
KNOW ABOUT ST GEORGE’S  
SCHOOL FOR GIRLS:

St George’s is the only all-through  
girls’ school in Edinburgh.

The spirit of the challenging,  
liberal, radical women that founded  
St George’s still lives on today.

At time of going to press,  
St George’s is the top independent 
school in Scotland for Advanced 
Highers (source: Financial Times).

90% of our sixth form leavers go  
on to their first choice of university.

The most popular subjects in  
the school include science and 
mathematics.

All facilities, including sports fields,  
are on one campus.

St George’s is large enough to offer 
flexibility and choice, yet small 
enough to be part of a friendly 
community where you have time  
to learn who you are. 

St George’s is known as one of the 
best schools in Scotland for art.

St George’s students can choose  
from a wide range of modern  
and classical languages, including 
Chinese (Mandarin), Classical Greek, 
French, German, Latin and Spanish.

St George’s has a global outlook with 
over 100 students participating in 
foreign exchange programmes every 
year and many more taking part in our 
digital (virtual) exchange projects.

TOP: THE SCHOOL   ABOVE: EDINBURGH SEEN FROM CALTON HILL   

“Trouthe and Honour,   
Fredom and Courteisye”

Although we’re a thoroughly modern school,  
our Chaucerian motto is as relevant today as it has ever been.

Truth  
Truth and integrity are fundamental to  
the school’s ethos, and we encourage  
each girl to be true to herself.

Honour 
We encourage every member of our 
community to be respectful towards  
one another and to behave with honour 
within and beyond school.

Freedom
Our girls have the freedom to be themselves 
at St George’s, and the flexibility of our 
curriculum gives them scope to aim high.

Courtesy  
The natural courtesy our girls extend to 
one another, their tolerance and willingness 
to reach out all lead to friendships that will 
last a lifetime.

School
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 OUR PUPILS SAY:

 We would not change  
it for the world.

 St George’s has allowed 
me to realise my full 
academic potential as 
well as helping me to 
become a confident, 
outgoing young woman.

 Nurturing and supportive.  
I can’t thank St George’s 
enough for sculpting the 
first 18 years of my life and 
helping me develop the 
skills I need to become a 
true independent woman.

 As a St George’s girl of 
sixteen years, I believe 
that our personalities 
grow throughout our time 
at the school so that we 
become our own 
individual person ready to 
face life.

 My time at St George’s 
has been one of the 
happiest periods of my 
life. It is caring, supportive 
and friendly and a great 
environment in which  
to grow and develop.

 An enriching and secure 
environment where 
friendships flourish.

 I found sixth form was a 
unique experience which 
allows students to thrive. 

 Being at St George’s since 
Primary 1, the school has 
become so much more 
than a place of learning 
but a place where I have 
made lifelong friends and 
memories that will stay  
with me for life.

 You cannot understand 
what it is to be a  
St George’s girl unless  
you are one.  

 There is a great sense of 
community in St George’s, 
within the student body 
and between students and 
staff. The staff are very 
supportive so the girls find 
them very approachable 
and can develop friendly 
relationships, particularly 
in sixth form.

 I’m so happy. I didn’t  
think I would be this 
happy after only two 
weeks. I feel like I already 
know the whole school.

EDINBURGH CASTLE FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY
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5. St George’s Centre  
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8. Houldsworth House

9. Astro and Sports Pitches
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St George’s School for Girls 
Garscube Terrace  
Murrayfield 
Edinburgh 
EH12 6BG
t: 0131 311 8000 

Independent day and boarding school 
2 – 18 years
Help with fees available
www.stge.org.uk 

Charity number SC012632
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The  
school  
that  
grows  
with  
your 
daughter

 OUR PARENTS SAY:

 I wish we had moved  
her to St George’s much, 
much earlier. 

 They really live up to their 
brand values, ‘focusing  
on the individual’, which 
other independent schools 
can only hope to achieve.

 Thirteen years at  
St George’s have been  
the best ever experience 
for my daughter.

 There are few schools 
whose whole focus  
is education –  
St George’s is one.

 This is the most complete 
and rewarding education 
any girl could ever hope  
to enjoy.

 Every penny is money  
well spent!

 My daughter has truly 
blossomed at St George’s.

 At the age of 6 my 
daughter was at another 
Edinburgh school and was 
miserable. She would 
regularly say, ‘What’s the 
point in going to school? 
It’s so boring’. We moved 
her to St George’s and it’s 
the best thing we could 
have done. She has loved 
it since Day One! 

 We appreciate the 
excellent wrap-around 
care, good food and  
a caring, supportive 
environment from  
7.45am to 6.00pm.

 My daughter has been  
at the school for only two 
years but the difference  
in her confidence and 
willingness to try anything 
is admirable and testimony 
to the ethos of the school.   

 Every day is ‘great’!

 My daughters come out  
of school with a huge 
smile on their faces every 
day and lots of wonderful 
stories to share.

DESIGNED FOR GIRLS

DESIGNED FOR GIRLS


