
 
 

Leading Edinburgh girls’ school receives the accolade of excellence for its provision for 
boarding pupils 

 
For the fifth consecutive time, St George’s School for Girls, Edinburgh, has been awarded the 
highest grade of excellent across all areas of assessment in a report produced by the Care 
Inspectorate following a recent inspection of their boarding provision.  
 
Since 2008, the school has been awarded the grade of excellent for each of the quality indicators 
under inspection. In the concluding section of the latest report no specific areas were identified 
for improvement and the inspectorate were pleased with the process of on-going self-evaluation 
that they could see is integral to the way St George’s works.   
 
All of our boarding inspections are unannounced. This one focused on two key factors: ‘quality of 
care and support’; and ‘quality of environment’. Across both categories the inspectors awarded 
the boarding house the highest grade of excellent – a clear reflection of the high standards 
adhered to across the whole school. 
 
Mrs Alex Hems, who took over as Head in January says, “We are delighted that the Care 
Inspectorate’s report has acknowledged the excellent work done by our staff in the boarding 
house. We aim to create a 'home-from-home' environment where our girls feel supported and 
secure so they can develop into all that they want to be academically, socially and emotionally. 
This is something that has always been key to the ethos of St George’s.” 
 
Alex Hems joins St George’s from her post of Deputy Head at Wycombe Abbey School, a highly 
acclaimed girls’ boarding school. Mrs Hems has spent twenty years working in leading UK girls’ 
schools. She has held senior positions at St Paul’s Girls’ School, Francis Holland School and North 
London Collegiate School. 
 
Boarders at St George’s live in Houldsworth House, which is situated at the edge of the school 
grounds in the leafy suburb of Ravelston.  The boarding house has provision for just under 60 
boarders, aged 11 to 18 years. Current boarders are equally split between UK pupils and other 
nationalities making it a diverse, international community. 

The Inspection Report stated that there was extensive evidence of high quality care and support, 
and commended the school for the excellent service provided for boarding pupils and their 
families. There was ‘clear evidence of an overall ethos of inclusion and nurture for students of all 
ages,” and “of excellent relationships between pupils and staff which promoted a real sense of 
community in the boarding house.’ 



 
The report praised the individual support plan put in place for each student ‘a very effective 
system was in place for identifying the needs of individual students and how these needs could 
best be met across the whole school.’ 
 
All the pupils consulted felt safe and well-cared for: ‘Students were living in an environment with 
an excellent overall level of safety.’ The girls stated that ‘they always felt safe in the house and on 
the school campus.’ 
 
Concern for the health and wellbeing of pupils was also praised, as it was evident that this was 
given a high priority across all aspects of boarding life. ‘There were healthy outdoor activities and 
sport available which pupils were encouraged and enabled to participate in.’ ‘There was also an 
excellent variety of options for students to experience new interests, hobbies and pastimes which 
helped them to develop interests and skills.’ 
 
Personal preferences and individual dietary needs are taken account of: ‘the chef had an excellent 
relationship with students and was always willing to provide special meals and alternatives to suit 
all needs.’ 
 
The report remarked on the very positive interaction between students and staff. There was a 
‘clear understanding that individual students could discuss anything with staff at any time’. The 
inspectors also noted the wide range of ways that staff listened to pupils’ views and were able to 
respond with adjustments to different aspects of the boarding provision: ‘students felt they that 
their voice was properly and consistently heard about all aspects of boarding which gave them a 
clear sense of responsibility as well as a sense of pride in their achievements.’ 
 
The report praised the boarding house’s facilities and resources, highlighting the bedrooms being 
personalized and pupils being actively encouraged to make their personal space as comfortable 
as possible. The report concluded with students saying, ‘they thought the house was an 
exceptional place to live.’ 
 
 
 
 
 


