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A SCHOOL LEAVER’S GUIDE TO CAREER OPTIONS 2017 
Copies of this book, produced by Rate my Apprenticeship, are available from the Base. It covers lots 
of practical things from applications, CVs and interviews, to apprenticeships, sponsored degree 
programmes, traineeships and full and accessible details about the top school leaver employers. 
 
ACCOUNTANCY, BANKING, FINANCE – WORK EXPERIENCE (L6) 
Ernst and Young are offering the chance of a week's paid work experience programme over the 
summer holidays for motivated students. See Mrs Forbes for details about their business academy 
or see online below. You will be: 
 

• Working on real-life client projects. 
• Experiencing what it is like to work for EY, and learning from today’s apprentices. 
• Seeing what it is really like to work in assurance, tax or transactions. 
• In Aberdeen, Cambridge, Edinburgh, Leeds, London, Luton, Newcastle, 

Reading, Birmingham, Bristol, Manchester. 
 
Learn more, get top application tips, and apply: See https://ukcareers.ey.com/schools/our-
programmes/programmes-for-school-leavers/ey-business-academy. 
 
ALTERNATIVE TO UNIVERSITY 
See www.notgoingtouni.co.uk. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 
Please see under Open Doors. 
 
CAMBRIDGE OPEN DAYS 
Thursday 6 and Friday 7 July 2017.  Booking is essential. 
 
CAREERS IN SCOTLAND 
The Careers Base hold the latest copy of Careers in Scotland, which includes details of all college and 
university courses in Scotland, 2016-17. Come along to discuss which career areas and sectors you 
are considering. 
 
CAREERS INFORMATION RESOURCE PACKS 
TheBigChoice.com has produced excellent guides to a wide selection of careers. Come and pick up a 
resource pack from the Careers Base in the following areas: 
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• Careers in Accounting 
• Careers in Actuarial 
• Careers in Aviation 
• Careers in Drama and the Performing 

Arts 
• Careers in Electrical Engineering 
• Careers in Engineering 
• Careers in Logistics 

• Careers in Media 
• Careers in Pharmaceutical and 

Healthcare 
• Careers in the Public Sector (Civil 

Service) 
• Careers in Quantity Surveying 
• Careers in Retail 

 
CYBER SECURITY RESIDENTIAL COURSE (U4) 
The Smallpeice Trust with Royal Holloway, University of London is offering Year 9 (U4) students the 
opportunity to attend a Cyber Security residential course. The course is specifically designed to build 
students’ understanding of cyberspace and to explore the latest security measures. 
 
From 27 to 29 March 2017, the students will examine the real risks that come with cyberspace in 
the modern world and get up close to the security measures protecting everything we do 
online.  Further course details can be found online 
https://www.smallpeicetrust.org.uk/courses/cyber-security/. 
 
DRAMA UK 
With the closure of Drama UK there is no single independent industry voice accrediting performing 
arts courses. The Drama UK website is still online but will not be updated 
(https://www.dramauk.co.uk/drama_uk_accredited_schools), so students are advised to refer to 
Creative & Cultural Skills (www.ccskills.org.uk/careers<http://www.ccskills.org.uk/careers>) and 
Unistats (https://unistats.direct.gov.uk/) for information and advice. 
 
EDINBURGH COLLEGE SQA COURSES 2017-18 
Applications open on Monday 5 June for students taking Nat 5, Highers or AHs next year at 
Edinburgh College. The Open Day for anyone considering applying for courses still available is 
Tuesday 13 June at Sighthill Campus 4-7pm. 
 
ELECTRONICS AND COMPUTER SCIENCE 
The University of Southampton is running a residential taster course from 10-14 July 2017. The cost 
is £235 to cover all food and accommodation. Leaflets can be picked up from the Careers Base and 
see www.taster.ecs.soton.ac.uk. 
 
ENGINEERING 
Please see under Open Doors. 
 
ENGINEERING – RESIDENTIAL COURSES FOR GIRLS (U5) 
The universities of Bristol, Brunel, Cambridge, Coventry, Durham, Edinburgh, Glasgow Caledonian, 
Manchester Metropolitan, Sheffield, Southampton and York offer summer residential courses.  See 
www.etrust.org.uk for application details. 
 
GAP YEAR FAIR MARCH 2017 
George Heriot's are hosting a Gap Year Fair in conjunction with Inspiring Futures, on Monday 13 
March. This event is a fantastic opportunity for students to speak to representatives from a wide 
range of gap year organisations. The event runs from 4.30 – 6 pm and pupils wishing to attend 
should book via Eventbrite: https://georgeheriotsgapfair.eventbrite.co.uk. 
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GUIDE TO THE LAW IN SCOTLAND 
A copy of the Young Citizen's Passport (YCP) Scotland is available to consult from the Careers Base. 
 
GUIDE TO UK DEGREE APPRENTICESHIPS 
The Scholarship Hub has produced a useful guide to Degree Apprenticeships which are now 
available in 14 different industry sectors including: aerospace engineering, automotive engineering, 
business & finance, charted surveying, construction, IT & digital, nuclear science and public 
relations.  For more information, go to  
http://www.thescholarshiphub.org.uk/degree-apprenticeships/guide/overview. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO STUDIO PHOTOGRAPHY 
Edinburgh College runs a twilight course for students interested in developing their skills in taking 
studio shots using external lights and modelling lights against different backgrounds. 
Tuesdays and Thursday 5.10 - 7pm 
Milton Road and Sighthill Campuses 
Schools@edinburghcollege.ac.uk 
 
IT/BUSINESS CONSULTANCY 
We are very lucky to welcome Tracy Hill to the Careers Base on Friday 10 March from 12.15-1.15. 
All welcome. She writes: 
  
"Organisations are always changing. Retail companies need to keep up with their competitors. 
Banks and Finance companies need to comply with ever changing government rules and 
regulations. Councils are always looking to make cost savings. Any change within an organisation 
means changes have to be made to people, to business processes and inevitably to technology. IT 
Consultancy is all about helping organisations to make these changes. 
  
Tracy Hill has worked in IT Consultancy for all of her career. She will talk about the stages that are 
involved in an IT project, including Business Analysis, Business Consultancy, Project Management 
and Technology Consultancy. If you'd like to find out more about a career in IT and Business 
Consultancy, why not come along?" 
 
KPMG – SCHOOL LEAVER OPPORTUNITIES 
KPMG offer two School and College Leaver Programmes.  Their innovative KPMG360° 
apprenticeship programme offers students the opportunity to rotate around their business 
functions of Audit, Advisory, Tax, Pensions and Legal Services, allowing students to see KPMG and 
their clients from all angles, whilst studying for a professional qualification.  The programme gives 
students the freedom to discover where their interests and potential come together, helping them 
to build a successful career. 
 
Their Audit School and College Leaver Programme offers students the opportunity to study for an 
Accounting and Finance Degree at Birmingham University and become a fully qualified Chartered 
Accountant.  Students will combine classroom learning with on-the-job training and work alongside 
some of the brightest minds in business.  In addition, KPMG will pay all tuition and accommodation 
fees incurred whilst at university.  They are looking for ambitious and motivated students who are 
interested in building a career in business at a leading professional services firm. 
 
To learn more about KPMG and their career opportunities, see their careers website. 
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LAW 
The Law Society of Scotland have excellent web-based resources, which include: 

• Student, Trainee and Newly Qualified Solicitor blogs 
• E-bulletin - Lawscot News 
• Information on where to study the LLB and Diploma 

Please see www.lawscot.org.uk/education-and-careers and www.lawscotjobs.co.uk/traineeships 
 
MATHEMATICS OPEN DAY (L6) 
Newnham will be holding a special mathematics open morning on the same day as one of the 
Faculty of Mathematics Open Days. Newnham undergraduates will give visiting students a tour of 
the College, and you can join Newnham Mathematics students and staff for lunch, before going on 
to visit the Centre for Mathematical Sciences. In the afternoon, the Faculty will organise a series of 
short lectures intended to give sixth formers an idea of what it is like to study mathematics at a high 
level. 
 
Applications are welcomed from young women in Year 12 who are considering studying 
Mathematics at Cambridge. You must ensure that you have chosen appropriate AS/A2 subjects for 
your chosen course - for Mathematics it is essential to be taking A-level Mathematics and at least 
AS-level Further Mathematics; Further Mathematics and Physics at A2 are highly desirable. Full 
information and booking form can be found here: 
www.newn.cam.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduates/open-days/college-open-days. 
 
MEDICINE (and see Public Lecture Series) 
The Medic Portal is an excellent resource for students considering medicine.  Please see 
www.themedicportal.com. 
 
Public Lecture Series (U5, L6, U6) 
Wednesday 15th March 2017 
Epilepsy: is the genetic revolution friend or foe? 
Dr Richard FM Chin, Muir Maxwell Epilepsy Centre, and Professor Cathy Abbott, Centre for Genomic 
and Experimental Medicine, The University of Edinburgh. 
 
Doors open at 4.30pm with tea and coffee available, and a selection of drinks after each talk. There 
are opportunities for lab tours by school pupils between 4.30pm and 5.30pm before the talks. The 
start time for the lecture is 5.30pm-6.45pm to include two 20-minute presentations followed by a 
20-minute question time. 
 
To be held at The Queen's Medical Research Institute, 47 Little France Crescent, Edinburgh, EH16 
4TJ.  For more information on event booking, please see http://edin.ac/2e2Aqep. 
 
Medics (L5/U5/L6) 
The Medic Portal are running an event for aspiring medics in Edinburgh on Monday 10 April at the 
Royal College of Physicians. It costs a very reasonable £10 per student (or £15 when a parent 
accompanies their son/daughter) – for more details click here or see Mrs Forbes. 
 
Visit of GP 
One of our former students is a GP in a busy practice is in school on Friday 3 March and is happy to 
chat to would- be medics in the Careers Base from 12.15pm. 
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MURRAY EDWARDS COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE 
She Talks Science – Saturday 22nd April (L6) 
 A one-day conference for young women in Year 12 who are interested in studying science beyond 
U6. The programme involves academic seminars, discussions with women in science and some of 
our current students, as well as information on applying to university. 
 
More information about this event and registering interest can be found on the website 
(https://www.murrayedwards.cam.ac.uk). 
 
NEW YORK FILM ACADEMY 
On Tuesday 14 or 21 March the Director of Recruitment in the UK for New York Film Academy will 
be in school. This is an American Acting and Film School with main campuses in New York, Miami 
and Los Angeles (www.nyfa.edu). The Academy is considered the best hands-on film and acting 
school in the world by many of today's top filmmakers and actors.  Their student body is 
remarkably diverse. Jazmin will be happy to speak to interested students in the Careers Base during 
the lunch hour. 
 
NUFFIELD (L6) 
Please see Miss Nicholson or Mrs Forbes asap to get details of two recently advertised placements. 
 
OPEN DOORS 2017 
Open Doors, which runs between 21 March and 1 April 2017, is an opportunity for students 
interested in construction industry careers to see behind the scenes of major building sites across 
England, Scotland and Wales to discover how buildings and structures are constructed and the 
diverse range of skills and professions needed on site.  For more information, go to: 
http://opendoors.construction/. 
 
OXBRIDGE INTERNATIONAL SUMMER SCHOOL 
This global academic summer experience for 16 – 18 year olds takes place in Oxford. A variety of 
courses across a range of academic discipline include traditional subjects, such as Economics, 
English and Physics, but also include more interdisciplinary courses such as International 
Development. The combination of academic study, workshops, seminars and extra-curricular 
activities closely reflect undergraduate life at top universities. See 
info@oxbridgeinternationalsummerschool.com. 
 
OXFORD OPEN DAYS 
Wednesday 28 and Thursday 29 June and Friday 15 September. Registration essential. For 
information about the selection criteria, please see www.ox.ac.uk/criteria. 
 
OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE STUDENT CONFERENCE, CORN EXCHANGE, EDINBURGH (L6) 
The annual conference is on Friday 17 March 2017. Students who wish to attend should ensure they 
see Mrs Forbes as soon as possible. 
 
PRIMARY TEACHING 
One of our recent leavers, studying for a primary teaching degree at Aberdeen university, will be in 
school on Friday 3 March and is happy to talk to anyone considering teaching in the Careers Base 
from 12.15pm. 
 
PROPERTY 
Please see under Open Doors. 
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Q-STEP CENTRES 
Sponsored by the Nuffield Foundation, the Economic and Social Research Council and the Higher 
Education Funding Council for England, Q-Step is a £19.5 million project, developed as a strategic 
response to a shortage of quantitatively-skilled social science graduates. The project will fund 
fifteen universities (Bristol, Cardiff, City, Edinburgh, Exeter, Glasgow, Kent, Leeds, Manchester 
Metropolitan,  Manchester, Oxford, Queen's, Sheffield, UCL and Warwick) across the UK to establish 
Q-Step Centres that will support the development and delivery of specialist undergraduate 
programmes, including new courses, work placements and pathways to postgraduate study. For 
more information, go to: http://www.nuffieldfoundation.org/q-step. 
 
Q-Step Centres will also develop school and college links and activities (such as the Oxford Q-Step 
Centre's 'Is data good for democracy?' essay prize 2017 for Year 12 students) designed to encourage 
more students to study quantitatively-skilled based social science degrees. For more information 
about the Oxford essay prize, go to: http://www.oqc.ox.ac.uk/schools/q-step-year-12-essay-
competition-2017.html. 
 
RSM SCHOOL LEAVER PROGRAMMES 
RSM, the sixth largest network of audit, tax and consulting firms which employs 38,000 people in 
760 offices across 120 countries, offers school leaver programmes in business areas including 
accounting, auditing, consulting, finance, fraud, IT, tax and technology.  For more information, go 
to:  https://www.rsmuk.com/careers/students/school-leavers. 
 
SCIENCE 
See under Murray Edwards College. 
 
SCIENCE FESTIVAL 
The Edinburgh International Science Festival is on from 1 – 16 April.  There are dozens of interesting 
talks and workshops.  Pick up a copy of the programme from the Careers Base/Science Faculty .  
Online booking  www.sciencefestival.co.uk. 
 
SCIENCE SUMMER SCHOOL 2017 (L6 and U6) 
The application deadline for the FREE Science Summer School 2017, run by the Royal Zoological 
Society of Scotland (RZSS), is fast approaching – Friday 17 March 2017. 

This is a FREE week-long course aimed at school students between the ages of 16-18 years who are 
pursuing a career in science. Run at Edinburgh Zoo or the Highland Wildlife Park over the summer, 
this is an excellent opportunity for students to gain more experience in research, add to their CV, 
work with the specialist zoo vets, and have fun! They will also have the opportunity to gain a Silver 
CREST Award through the British Science Association. 
 
The Science Summer School runs multiple times throughout the summer. This year’s dates are: 

Highland Wildlife Park:  Weeks Beginning 10 July & 17 July 2017 
Edinburgh Zoo:   Weeks Beginning 31 July & 7 August 2017 
 
Students wishing to apply should complete the application form found on the website and return 
this to education@rzss.org.uk before the deadline on Friday 17 March 2017. 
 
To find out more about our Science Summer School, including how to book, check out the website, 
www.rzss.org.uk/rzss-education/science-summer-school or the online albums from 2016. 
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SPONSORED DEGREES AND DEGREE APPRENTICESHIPS 
TARGETCareers provides information and advice for students who are not sure about whether to go 
to university or start a paid job.   Sponsored degrees and degree apprenticeships, offered by 
employers including CGI, pwc, Institute and Faculty of Actuaries, National Audit Office, Laing 
O'Rouke, Skanska, Clifford Chance, Redrow, BT, Lloyd's and Veolia, combine paid work with study 
supported by the employer.  For more information, go to: https://targetcareers.co.uk/work. 
 
STRATHCLYDE ENGINEERING SUMMER SCHOOL OPPORTUNITY (L5 ONLY) 
Monday 19th- Friday 23rd June 2017 
Engineering the Future for Girls is being delivered in collaboration with BP and BAM Nuttall and is 
designed to engage girls in a wide range of engineering challenges that will inspire them to become the 
next generation of engineers. The summer school is fully-funded by BP and BAM Nuttall and all student 
costs, including travel, will be covered. Strathclyde will accept applications from girls with any range of 
subject choices.  

The summer school is non-residential and therefore pupils should be able to make their way each day to 
the University of Strathclyde campus in the heart of Glasgow City Centre. Teachers are not required to 
accompany pupils during the week. For the pupils’ convenience, we have arranged for Mentors to 
accompany pupils from and to Queen Street train station, Glasgow Central train station and Buchanan 
Bus Station at the start and end of each day.  

Pupils should apply at http://www.strath.ac.uk/engineering/outreach/engineeringthefutureforgirls 
using the online application form. The deadline for applications is 10 March 2017. A confirmation email 
is sent upon receipt of application. The selection panel will meet in late March/early April to review the 
applications received and all applicants will be informed of the outcome of their application by 7 April 
2017. An automated email is sent to teachers informing them of the application submitted and 
requesting a supporting statement. The supporting statement for each student should be submitted 
online using a designated link by 17 March 2017, for the application to be considered. 

If you would like any further information on the Summer School then please email: 
engineeringthefutureforgirls@strath.ac.uk. 

Please let Mrs Forbes, Head of Careers,  know if you are applying. 
 
STRUCTURAL ENGINEER 
A young female structural engineer will be in school this term and is very happy to discuss her job with 
interested students. Please look at the daily Bulletin for details. 
 
TECHNOLOGY 
The demand for technicians is growing. Their diverse skills are critical to the UK’s performance in the 
global business arena. Yet UK employers face a growing skills shortfall including the music, gaming, 
aerospace, film, automotive and fashion sectors.  For more information about technician roles and 
case studies, go to:  http://technicians.org.uk/  and 
http://www.gatsby.org.uk/education/programmes/the-technician-workforce. 
 
UNIVERSITY OF BATH RESIDENTIAL TASTER COURSES (L6) 
The University of Bath is running taster courses for year 12/L6 students on: 
 

• Monday 10 July - Wednesday 12 July 2017 (Humanities and Social Sciences) 
• Monday 17 July - Wednesday 19 July 2017 (Science and Engineering) 

 
Each course provides an opportunity to: 
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• Attend academic workshops/lectures in a range of disciplines 
• Get inside information, advice and guidance about applying to a top university 
• Develop university academic skills 
• Stay in on-campus student accommodation and make use of sporting and social facilities 

 
For more information, go to: http://www.bath.ac.uk/study/ug/opendays/cannot-make-
it/residential-uni-taster/index.html. 
 
UNIVERSITY OF LONDON TASTER COURSES (L6) 
The University of London taster course programme 2017 provides year 12 students with a taste of 
what life at a university in London is like. Courses range from acting to zoology and include topics 
such as architecture technology, American literature, child psychology, events management, games 
technology, international development, mobile applications development, palaeontology, robotics 
and visual effects. For more information, go to: http://www.london.ac.uk/5197.html. 
 
VSO VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES 
VSO is offering 3-month volunteering opportunities in Africa or Asia with the International Citizen 
Service. Participants will get the chance to experience another culture, challenge themselves, develop 
their potential and work on genuine development projects that will have a lasting impact.  For more 
information, go to: http://www.volunteerics.org/vso-ics. 
 
YEAR IN INDUSTRY 
(YINI) is the UK's leading student placement expert, providing high-quality, paid 
placements for student before or during their degree course. For 2017/18, YINI has UK, 
ranging from leading FTSE 100 companies (such as Shell, Rolls Royce, EDF, Network Rail 
and GKN) to small innovative start-ups. For more information, go to: 
www.etrust.org.uk/the-year-in-industry. 
 
Mrs Forbes is in the Careers Base to see students of any age and stage.  The Base holds up-
to-date information on a wide range of subjects and institutions.  Further information from 
Mrs Forbes in the Careers Base – jtf@st-georges.edin.sch.uk. 
 
To the best of our knowledge the information in the newsletter was correct at the time of 
going to press.  St George’s is a member of ISCO. 
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