
CAREERS 
NEWSLETTER  

 
OCTOBER 2016 

 
 
ALTERNATIVE TO UNIVERSITY 
See www.notgoingtouni.co.uk. 
 
APPRENTICESHIPS 
Come along to the Careers Base to collect a copy of the leaflet Higher and Degree Apprenticeships. A 
full list of courses and employers is available. 

For advice on apprenticeships in Scotland, please see www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk. 

Scottish Apprenticeship Show (U5-U6) 
Students considering an apprenticeship should register for the Scottish Apprenticeship Show at the EICC 
Edinburgh on 13 and 14 October. Employers and apprentices will be on hand to answer questions. 
Register online at www.scottishapprenticeshipshow.co.uk. 
 
ART HISTORY 
There are 6 week art history courses in Italy and 2 week summer holiday courses (2017) run by AHA- see 
www.arthistoryabroad.com for details. 
 
BOOKS TO BROWSE 
The Careers Base holds a good range of books and all sorts of information about a wide range of 
courses.  Come and ask for help. 
 
BUSINESS ACCOUNTING AND FINANCE 
Newcastle University Business School offers a Business Accounting and Finance degree (Newcastle 
Flying Start programme) This BA (Hons) degree is a collaboration between Newcastle University 
Business School, PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP (PwC) and the Institute of Chartered Accountants in 
England and Wales (ICAEW) It combines paid work experience with PwC in stages 2, 3 and 4 with 
accelerated progress to becoming a CA through study of the ICAEW's ACA qualification. Additional 
information can be found on Newcastle's website www.ncl.ac.uk/flyingstart. 
 
CAREERS IN SCOTLAND 
The Careers Base hold the latest copy of Careers in Scotland which includes details of all college and 
university courses in Scotland, 2016-17. 
 
Come along to discuss which career areas and sectors you are considering. 
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CAREER INSIGHT EVENTS (discounts for Futurewise members) 

Students/parents can find more information and book places on the website: 
http://www.myfuturewise.org.uk/courses_and_events.aspx 
 

 
CAREER IN TRAVEL 
The Career in Travel website provides information and advice about career options, entry routes and 
requirements as well as details of workshops for students interested in travel sector careers, especially 
cabin crew and holiday rep careers.  For more information, go to:   http://www.careerintravel.co.uk/. 
 
COMPOSE YOUR FUTURE 
ExCeL, London: 4 October 2016 
MCCC, Manchester: 12 October 2016 
 
DESIGN YOUR FUTURE EXHIBITION 
ExCeL, London: 15 – 16 November 2016 
MCCC, Manchester: 22 –23 November 2016 
 
This creative and media arts-focused exhibition for students interested in graphic design, fine art, 
multimedia, and related subjects.  
  
Book your free tickets now on UCAS.com/events. 
 
DRAMA – THE LIVERPOOL INSTITUTE FOR PERFORMING ARTS 
LIPA's Open Days on 4 and 5 October highlight performing arts courses, while the Open Day on 6 October will give 
information on combining business, design or technology with the theatre. There are excellent career prospects in 
this area. Sound technology and music courses are also explained on 6 October. Booking essential on 
www.lipa.ac.uk. 
 
ENGINEERING 
Headstart 2017 courses (L6) 
Apply NOW for a Headstart course if you are considering a STEM subject. Places get snapped up quickly and come 
highly recommended by St George's students. 

The list of universities and programmes is on the Careers Board. Applications are now open and close on 16 
December. For details see Careers Base of www.headstartcourses.org.uk. 
  

Forthcoming Inspiring Futures career insight events, which take place at businesses and universities, will 
give students the chance to network with employers, gain new skills and build their knowledge of a 
particular subject area, include: 
 

• BMAT preparation – 15 October 2016, London 
• Oxbridge interview preparation – 26 November 2016, Oxford 
• Mastering your medical interview – 27 November, London 
• Standing out in competitive industries – 19 December, London 
• Careers using maths and economics – 20 December, London 

 

CAREERS IN SPACE 
The National Space Academy provides information for students interested in space related careers 
including work experience, space camps, graduate schemes and apprenticeships.  For more information, 
go to: http://nationalspaceacademy.org/careers/careers-links. 
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Inspire Programmes (U5) 
Inspire (which is part of EDT - the Engineering Development Trust) runs excellent 3 day courses at a leading 
university, including Bristol, Cambridge, Durham, Edinburgh, UCL, Warwick and York. Each course is a mixture of 
exciting hands-on activities and personal development sessions. Please see Careers Base for details of the courses 
available in June and July 2017. 

Look online on www.etrust.org.uk/inspirecourse. 
 
See under Year in Industry. 
 
GCHQ 
The intelligence agency employs a range of people with diverse skills. They offer Higher Apprenticeships, 
summer schemes, industrial placements and graduate roles. Students must be 18 when they apply. For 
more information see www.gchqcareers.co.uk. 
 
“GIRLS IN ENGINEERING” CONFERENCE (L5-U6) 
St Margaret’s School for Girls, Aberdeen is hosting this conference in association with the University of 
Aberdeen, on Wednesday 26 October. The programme covers a wide variety of activities and speakers. 
Please pick up a letter from the Careers Base. Places are limited. 
 
GORDONSTOUN INTERNATIONAL SUMMER SCHOOL 2017 
Student leaders are required for this annual summer school. St George's students have applied in the 
past. The ideal age is around 17 and students need to use their own initiate, be supportive and caring 
and willing to get fully involved. The dates are: 
 
Thursday 6 July - Monday 31 July 
Thursday 13 July - Monday 7 August 
 
Students receive £265 as pocket money at the end of the course. 
 
Mrs Forbes holds full details in the Careers Base or see www.giss.org.uk. Closing date for applications is 
2 December, 2016. 
 
GUILDFORD SCHOOL OF ACTING 
The Guildford School of Acting, which is part of the University of Surrey and which has a strong 
reputation within the performing arts industry, especially for musical theatre, is introducing a new actor 
musician undergraduate degree in response to industry demands for performers with increasingly 
diverse skills sets. This new degree is especially suitable for musicians who wish to perform with their 
instrument but who can also act, sing and dance.  For more information, go to: 
http://www.surrey.ac.uk/undergraduate/actor-musician. 
 
INSURANCE 
The UK insurance industry is the third largest in the world, manages assets of c £1.9 trillion, employs 
over 330,000 people and offers varied policies: 
The Chartered Institute of Insurance provides information and advice about routes into the insurance 
industry, including apprenticeships. For more information, go 
to:   http://www.cii.co.uk/qualifications/apprenticeships/about-apprenticeships. 
 
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS MANAGEMENT, HOSPITALITY AND  
EVENT MANAGEMENT (L6/U6) 
The Careers Base holds details of the Burnett Global education company that represents 15 different 
universities across the world (Switzerland, Spain, China, USA, Australia and London) that specialise in 
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International Business Management, Hospitality Management and Event Management. Following their 
recent visit to school, the company is happy to host interested students at a 5*hotel in Geneva for 3 
three days and give them a complete insight into the courses and opportunities available (£300 all 
inclusive). Please see Mrs Forbes if you are interested. 
 
JOURNALISM 
A journalist is our lunchtime speaker on Wednesday 2 November. He will be addressing the 
Independent Women team and anyone considering English/ Journalism is welcome. 
 
LAW (U5-U6) 
Any student wishing to sign up for the Law lunch on Tuesday 4 October should see Mrs Forbes. 
 
LECTURES 
See www.londonstudentconferences.com for the full catalogue of lectures available. 
 
MEDICINE 
The Medic Portal is an excellent resource for students considering medicine.  Please see 
www.themedicportal.com for the latest information on UKCAT scores. 
 
E-courses and study days 
The Foundation for Infant Loss Training has over 20 excellent e-courses, some of which are accredited 
by the Royal College of Midwives. See http://www.chantallockey.org/?page_id=213. 
 
The courses and study days are relevant to students considering nursing, midwifery, social work, 
counselling and medicine. 
 
The Foundation also runs a number of study days in Edinburgh in December on topics such as Working 
with Vulnerable Women. The study days will be attended by student midwives and nurses, hence a good 
opportunity for students to network and find out more about university life. See Mrs Forbes for more 
info if interested. 
 
International Students only (L6/U6) 
Any international student may be interested in the Open Days at UCLAN (University of Central 
Lancashire) held on Sunday 25 September, Sunday 16 October or Sunday 12 November. For full details 
see www.uclan.ac.uk/mbbs. Registration necessary. 
 
Medlink 
The annual 2 day Medlink residential conference is from 17-18 December at the University of 
Nottingham. The Careers Base holds information of the programme. Reserve your place via the website: 
www.medlink-uk.net or phone 01509 233133. 
 
National Medic Mentor Weekend (L5-L6) 
5 and 6 November at the University of Stirling 
This weekend offers an opportunity for aspiring doctors to meet Royal Colleges, admissions tutors, 
medical students to explore a medical career and learn about the medical school application  
process. 
 
Parents and students in L5-L6 are invited to attend. Conference tickets are £15. 14 presentations from a 
variety of doctors, medical organisations and Royal Colleges help you explore careers, work experience 
opportunities in medicine and boost your application. See www.medicmentor.org.uk. 
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Premed Projects 
1 or 2-week programmes take place in London during October half term,  during February half term 
2017 and during the summer holidays 2017. Projects are designed for U5 students thinking of applying 
for medicine, and L6 students to offer them hospital work experience before they apply and to see if a 
career in healthcare appeals to them. Students can find out more info by 
visiting  www.premedprojects.co.uk. 
 
Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh 
The RCSEd Christmas Lecture for School Children is on Monday 5 December. The speaker this year is 
Professor Tracey Wilkinson, Principal Anatomist and Cox Chair of Anatomy at the University of Dundee 
and she will cover the study of modern anatomy. Students should see Mrs Forbes about acquiring 
tickets. 
 
Topical Medical Issues – School Medicine Lecture at the 
Royal College of Physicians, Edinburgh (U5-U6) 
Wednesday 26 October from 4-5pm 
Professor Derek Bell, RCPE President/ Chair in Acute Medicine at Imperial College London, will discuss 
the importance of medicine to society and the key topics you will study at medical school, with a 
question and answer session. See Mrs Forbes if you wish to attend. 
 
MUSIC, DANCE, FILM AND DRAMA 
Subject specific exhibitions are coming to London and Manchester this autumn –  starting with Compose 
your future, an exhibition for those interested in studying music, dance, drama, and theatre; as well as 
journalism, film, broadcast, and multimedia production. This exhibition is a unique opportunity for 
students to meet performance professionals and practitioners from universities, colleges, and 
conservatoires. Representatives from the Royal Academy of Dance, and Trinity Laban Conservatoire of 
Music and dance are among those exhibiting. Free tickets are still available on UCAS.com/events. 
 
NURSING 
Please see under Medicine. 
 
OPEN DAYS 
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/getting-started/events-and-open-days. 
 
PRET A MANGER OPPORTUNITIES 
Join their excellent School Leavers Programme and start climbing the career ladder straightaway. See 
the website. 
 
PUBLIC LECTURE SERIES 
“Let’s talk about health” 
Wednesday 16 November 2016 
Inflammatory bowel disease – bench to bedside 
Professor Jack Sarsangi and Dr Elaine Nimmo, Centre for Genomic and 
experimental medicine 
Doors open at 4.30 pm with tea and coffee available.  There are opportunities for lab tours between 
4.30 and 5.30 pm before the talks.  The start time for the talks is 5.30 – 6.45 pm to include two 20 
minute presentations followed by a 20-minute question time.  The event is held at the Queen’s Medical 
Research Institute, Little France Crescent, Edinburgh, EH16 4TJ.  Tickets are free and will be available on 
Eventbrite shortly. 
 
SCIENCE 
See under Engineering. 
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RETAIL MANAGEMENT APPRENTICESHIP FOR SCHOOL LEAVERS – MARKS AND SPENCER 
M&S has invested decades of experience to form the Retail Management Apprenticeship for School 
Leavers, with experience of every conceivable aspect of store operations and now an added element of 
accredited training. 
 
Over 12 to 18 months, you’ll get to experience retail in real time. Food; Fashion; Home; and Store 
operations. Managing £multi-million budgets. Leadership and people management skills. All this and 
more is part of the package. You’ll be coached and mentored throughout. And by the time you’ve 
finished, you’ll be ready to take on the role of a Commercial Manager and responsibility for an entire 
department. Not to mention obtaining a Level 4 Higher Apprenticeship qualification in Retail 
Management. 
 
Applications for our Level 4 Management Apprenticeship for School Leavers are now open. You’re 
welcome to apply at any time until the closing date is announced but students are encouraged to do so 
as soon as possible.  Applications may close early.  See Careers Base for details 
Please see career.marksandspencer.com/school-leavers.  
 
SPORTS/INTERNSHIP 
Details on how to apply for Ski and Snowboard Instructor internships for 2017/18 are on the Careers 
noticeboard. This programme gives students a chance to gain instructor qualifications at a much 
reduced cost whilst earning while they learn.  A snow-sports instructor programme will develop 
student’s skills and confidence, either as the start to a career or as part of a gap year. 

Applications for internships 2017/18 must be received before December 30 2016 to allow students 
adequate time to apply for a Canadian visa for which   advice and support are given. 
 
More information about our internships can be found at 
http://www.wintersportscompany.com/snowboard-and-ski-instructor-internships/. 

Information about other courses we offer can be found at www.wintersportscompany.com. 

TEXTILES AND DESIGN 
Heriot Watt's Galashiels Campus, home to the School of Textiles and Design, is hosting their Open Days 
on Friday 30 September and Saturday 19 November from 10am - 4pm. These days are of particular 
interest to students considering Fashion, Textiles and Interior Design. 

Booking is required on www.hw.ac.uk/opendays. 
 

 
UNIVERSITY LEAGUE TABLES 
For more information about the Teaching Excellence Framework, please 
see:   http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmselect/cmbis/572/572.pdf. 

  

UK JOB MARKET GUIDE 
Published by Target Careers, this online guide will help students and their parents understand the UK 
labour market and its implications for school leavers. The guide covers: 
 

• Degree subjects, pay and employment 
• Gender differences in the job market 
• Using job market data: dos and don’ts 
• Do graduates earn most? 
• Careers with skills shortages 

 
For more information, go to:  https://targetcareers.co.uk/careers-advice/job-market-guide. 

http://www.wintersportscompany.com/snowboard-and-ski-instructor-internships/
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For more information about The Times Higher Education Supplement rankings, go to 
www.timeshighereducation.com/sites/default/files/the-mock-tef-table.pdf. 
 
VET MEDS (L6/U6) 
The annual 2-day Vet-Medlink residential conference is from 17-18 December at the University of 
Nottingham. The Careers Base holds information of the programme. You need to reserve your place on 
the website: www.workshop-conferences.com/vet-medlink or phone 01509 233133. 
 
VSO VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES 
VSO is offering 3-month volunteering opportunities in Africa or Asia with the International Citizen Service. 
Participants will get the chance to experience another culture, challenge themselves, develop their potential 
and work on genuine development projects that will have a lasting impact.  For more information, go to: 
http://www.volunteerics.org/vso-ics. 
 
WEBSITES 
• Skills Development Scotland has an excellent My World of Work web service for advice re 

courses and jobs and video clips of people talking about their occupations.  See 
www.myworldofwork.co.uk. It also gives details of modern apprenticeships.  See 
www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk 

• For advice re courses and jobs and see video clips of people talking about their 
occupations 

• Careers World is a one stop website for careers advice and information on the training and 
career opportunities within Scotland, England and Wales. For more information, go to: 
www.careersworld.co.uk 

• Career Camel is a central platform offering career and further education advice and 
information about thousands of opportunities, from apprenticeships to graduate jobs. For 
more information, go to: www.careercamel.com 

• How to find and choose a degree course: www.university.which.co.uk 
• Want to study outside the UK in English? www.eunicas.ie 
• www.planitplus.net gives excellent ideas on courses and careers 
• Not sure about university? www.notgoingtouni.co.uk 
• Information on work-based training opportunities see www.apprenticeships.scot 
• The www.getting-in.com website offers free, useful, up to date information about 

universities, colleges, open days, careers advice and revision packs. 
• The new websites www.bestcourse4me.com and www.Push.co.uk help students to make 

the right choices.  Another new site is www.susanburkecareers.co.uk. 
• Which? University is a tool to give students additional information about resources, 

statistics and expert advice about which course and university is right for them 
www.which.co.uk/university. 

• What can I do with my degree?  See www.prospects.ac.uk. 
 
YEAR IN INDUSTRY 
 This YINI scheme is of great benefit to anyone considering paid study and career relevant work experiences in 
companies all over the UK in a gap year. They begin in August/ September 2017 and students are recommended 
to apply before Christmas. Students can also apply for UCAS. YINI is an additional option. 

For full details see Mrs Forbes.  Online information: http://www.etrust.org.uk/year-industry/frequently-asked-
questions and http://www.etrust.org.uk/the-year-in-industry. 
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SCOTTISH UNIVERSITY OPEN DAYS 2016 

Edinburgh Napier University 
www.opendays.com/institutions/edinburgh+napier+university-
open-day-id69647-1-october-2016.aspx 

Saturday 1 October 09.30-15.00 

University of Edinburgh 
www.opendays.com/institutions/the+university+of+edinburgh-
open-day-id70855-24-september-2016.aspx 

Saturday 8 October 09.30-15.30 

Glasgow Caledonian University 
www.gcu.ac.uk/study/opendays 

Saturday 8 October 11.00-15.00 
 

University of Strathclyde 
www.strath.ac.uk/studywithus/openday/ 

Saturday 8 October 10.00-14.00 

University of St Andrews 
www.opendays.com/institutions/university+of+st+andrews-open-
day-id71381-19-october-2016.aspx 

Wednesday 19 October 09.00-16.30 

University of Aberdeen 
www.opendays.com/institutions/university+of+aberdeen-open-day-
id71244-22-october-2016.aspx 

Saturday 22 October 10.00-16.00 

University of Glasgow 
www.opendays.com/institutions/university+of+glasgow-open-day-
id70836-22-october-2016.aspx 

Saturday 22 October 10.00-15.00 

University of St Andrews 
http://www.opendays.com/institutions/university+of+st+andrews-
open-day-id71382-26-october-2016.aspx 

Wednesday 26 October 09.00-16.00 

Heriot-Watt University 
www.opendays.com/institutions/heriot-watt+university-open-day-
id70346-29-october-2016.aspx 

Saturday 29 October 10.00-16.00 

Robert Gordon University 
http://www.opendays.com/institutions/robert+gordon+university-
open-day-id70737-29-october-2016.aspx 

Saturday 29 October 10.00-15.00 

 
In most cases booking is essential.  Please check the relevant website for details. 
 
Mrs Forbes is in the Careers Base to see students of any age and stage.  The Base holds up-to-
date information on a wide range of subjects and institutions.  Further information from Mrs 
Forbes in the Careers Base – jtf@st-georges.edin.sch.uk 
 
To the best of our knowledge the information in the newsletter was correct at the time of 
going to press.  St George’s is a member of ISCO. 
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