
 

Suggested Reads for L4 Girls 
 

The Person Controller 
 
David Baddiel 
 
Fred and Ellie are twins. But not identical (because that's 
impossible for a boy and a girl). They do like all the same things, 
though. Especially video games. Which they are very good at. They 
aren't that good, however, at much else – like, for example, 
football, or dealing with the school bullies. 
 
Then, they meet the Mystery Man, who sends them a video game 
controller, which doesn't look like any other controller they've ever 
seen. And it doesn't control any of their usual games. When the 
twins find out what it does control, though, it seems like the answer to all their 
problems. And the key to all their wildest dreams. At least it seems like that… 
 
Time Travelling with a Hamster 
 
Ross Welford 
 
A story that crosses time and generations, for adventure-loving 
readers young and old. 
 
“My dad died twice. Once when he was thirty nine and again four 
years later when he was twelve.” 
 
On Al Chaudhury’s twelfth birthday his beloved Grandpa Byron 
gives him a letter from Al’s late father. In it Al receives a mission: 
travel back to 1984 in a secret time machine and save his father’s 
life. 
 
Al soon discovers that time travel requires daring and imagination. It also requires 
lies, theft, setting his school on fire and ignoring philosophical advice from Grandpa 
Byron. All without losing his pet hamster, Alan Shearer… 
 
Cogheart 
 
Peter Bunzl 
 
Lily's life is in mortal peril. Her father is missing and now silver-
eyed men stalk her through the shadows. What could they want 
from her? 
 
With her friends - Robert, the clockmaker's son, and Malkin, her 
mechanical fox - Lily is plunged into a murky and menacing world. 
Too soon Lily realizes that those she holds dear may be the very 
ones to break her heart... 
 
Murder, mayhem and mystery meet in this gripping Victorian adventure. 
  



 
 

 
Murder Most Unladylike 

Robin Stevens 

When Daisy Wells and Hazel Wong set up their very own secret 
detective agency at Deepdean School for Girls, they struggle to 
find any truly exciting mysteries to investigate. (Unless you count 
the case of Lavinia's missing tie. Which they don't.) 

Then Hazel discovers the Science Mistress, Miss Bell, lying dead 
in the Gym. She assumes it was a terrible accident - but when she 
and Daisy return five minutes later, the body has disappeared. 
Now Hazel and Daisy not only have a murder to solve: they have 
to prove one happened in the first place. 

Five Children on the Western Front 

Kate Saunders 

An incredible, heart-wrenching sequel to E. Nesbit's Five Children 
and It, set on the eve of the First World War. The five children 
have grown up - war will change their lives for ever. 

Cyril is off to fight, Anthea is at art college, Robert is a Cambridge 
scholar and Jane is at high school. The Lamb is the grown up age 
of 11, and he has a little sister, Edith, in tow. The sand fairy has 
become a creature of stories ... until he suddenly reappears. The 
siblings are pleased to have something to take their minds off the 
war, but this time the Psammead is here for a reason, and his magic might have a 
more serious purpose. 

Mr Sparks 

Danny Weston 

After his father goes missing in the Great War, Owen is abandoned 
to live with his cruel aunt, and wishes he could escape his life of 
drudgery in her small seaside guesthouse. There he meets a 
mysterious guest, who appears to make his ventriloquist’s dummy 
speak, even in his sleep. 

Soon Owen realises that the dummy, Mr Sparks, can really talk – 
and he’s looking for a newer, younger puppetmaster. But Mr 
Sparks has a dark past . . .  



 
 
 
Itch 
 
Simon Mayo 
 
Meet Itch - an accidental, accident-prone hero. Science is his weapon. Elements are 
his gadgets.  
 
 
Millions 
 
Frank Cottrell Boyce 
 
Two brothers, Damian and Anthony, are unwittingly caught up in a train robbery 
during Britain's countdown to joining the Euro. Suddenly finding themselves with a 
vast amount of cash, the boys have just one glorious, appalling dilemma - how to 
spend it in the few days before it becomes worthless. 
 
Rooftoppers 
 
Katherine Rundell 
 
‘A rare and remarkable treat, witty and full of original thoughts ... This quirky book 
advocates curiosity, thoughtfulness, freedom and courage.’ - Sunday Times 
 
 
Mortal Engines 
 
Philip Reeve 
 
"No 11-to-16-year-old should miss the superbly imagined debut novel from Philip 
Reeve" - The Times 
 
The Other Side of Truth 
 
Beverley Naidoo 
 
This is the story of 12 year-old Sade and her brother Femi who flee to Britain from 
Nigeria…Seen through the eyes of Sade, the novel explores what it means to be 
classified as 'illegal' and the difficulties which come with being a refugee. 
 
Wolf Brother 
 
Michelle Paver 
 
A terrifying quest in a world of wolves, tree spirits and Hidden People, a world in 
which trusting a friend means risking your life. 
 
The Last Wild 
 
Piers Torday 
 
A captivating animal adventure destined to be loved by readers of all ages. 


