
 

Suggested Reads for L6 Girls 
 

I Am Malala 
 
Malala Yousafzai 
 
When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley, one girl fought 
for her right to an education. On Tuesday, 9 October 2012, she 
almost paid the ultimate price when she was shot in the head at 
point-blank range. 
 
Malala Yousafzai's extraordinary journey has taken her from a 
remote valley in northern Pakistan to the halls of the United 
Nations. She has become a global symbol of peaceful protest and 
is the youngest ever winner of the Nobel Peace Prize. 
 
I Am Malala will make you believe in the power of one person's 
voice to inspire change in the world. 
 
There Will Be Lies 
 
Nick Lake 
 
Shelby Jane Cooper is seventeen, pretty and quiet. It's just 
Shelby and her mom, Shaylene, a court stenographer who wears 
pyjama jeans, stitches tapestry, eats ice-cream for dinner and 
likes to keep Shelby safe. So safe she barely goes out. So safe she 
doesn't go to school. Because anything could happen, to a girl 
like Shelby. Anything. 
 
When Shelby gets knocked down by a car, it's not just her leg 
that's broken: Shelby's world is shattered. Her mom turns up to 
collect her and drives off into the night, like it's the beginning of 
a road trip, like two criminals on the run, like Thelma and Louise 
or Bonnie and Clyde. And somehow, everywhere she looks, there's a coyote watching 
her, talking to her, telling her not to believe. 
 
Who is Shelby Jane Cooper? If the person who keeps you safe also tells you lies, who 
can you trust? 
 
The Smell of Other People’s Houses 
 
Bonnie-Sue Hitchcock 
 
Alaska, 1970: growing up here is like nowhere else. 

Ruth wants to be remembered by her grieving mother. 
Dora wishes she was invisible to her abusive father. 
Alyce is staying at home to please her parents.  
Hank is running away for the sake of his brothers. 

Four very different lives are about to become entangled. Because 
if we don't save each other, how can we begin to save ourselves? 

Bonnie-Sue Hitchcock's extraordinary, stunning debut is both moving, and deeply 
authentic. These intertwining stories of love, tragedy, wild luck, and salvation on the 
edge of America's Last Frontier introduce a writer of rare and wonderful talent. 



 

 
The Bone Sparrow 

Zana Fraillon 

Perfect for fans of The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas. This is a beautiful, 
vivid and deeply moving story about a refugee boy who has spent his 
entire life living in a detention centre. This novel reminds us all of the 
importance of freedom, hope, and the power of a story to speak for 
anyone who's ever struggled to find a safe home. 

Shortlisted for the Guardian Children's Fiction prize and nominated for 
the CILIP Carnegie Medal 2017. 

 

13 Minutes 

Sarah Pinbourgh 

I was dead for 13 minutes. 

I don't remember how I ended up in the icy water but I do know this - 
it wasn't an accident and I wasn't suicidal. 

They say you should keep your friends close and your enemies closer, 
but when you're a teenage girl, it's hard to tell them apart. My friends 
love me, I'm sure of it. But that doesn't mean they didn't try to kill me. 
Does it? 

A gripping psychological thriller about people, fears, manipulation 
and the power of the truth. A stunning read, it questions our 
relationships - and what we really know about the people closest to us . . . 

 

Only Ever Yours 

Louise O’Neill 

The bestselling novel about beauty, body image and betrayal 

Eves are designed, not made. The School trains them to be pretty. The 
School trains them to be good. The School trains them to Always be 
Willing. 

All their lives, the eves have been waiting. Now, they are ready for the 
outside world. Companion . . . concubine . . . or chastity 

Only the best will be chosen. 

And only the Men decide. 

WINNER: Bookseller YA Prize  

Buzzfeed's Best Books Written by Women in 2014 

  



 

 
 
 
The Lost and the Found 
 
Cat Clarke 
 
“Clarke excels at genuine page-turners with a heart of darkness and I read this in one 
greedy sitting.” (The Bookseller) 
 
Persepolis 
 
Marjane Satrapi 
 
"As Iran enters another important period of change...I think this is particularly good 
time to pick up Persepolis. Satrapi's deceptively simple, almost whimsical drawings 
belie the seriousness and rich complexity of her story - but it’s also very funny too" 
(Emma Watson Our Shared Shelf) 
 
The Colour Purple 
 
Alice Walker 
 
“A genuinely mind-expanding book.” (Patrick Ness) 
 
The Help 
 
Kathryn Stockett 
 
“Daring, vitally important and very courageous, I loved and admired The Help. 
Fantastic” (Marian Keyes) 
 
The Kite Runner 
 
Khaled Hosseini 
  
“The shattering first novel by Khaled Hosseini... a rich and soul-searching narrative 
... a sharp, unforgettable taste of the trauma and tumult experienced by Afghanis as 
their country buckled' (Observer) 
 
This is Not a Love Story 
 
Keren David 
 
“A very modern tale of adolescent love and identity.” 
 
It’s About Love 
 
Steven Camden 
 
“”Real life is messier than the movies. A bold, thought-provoking novel from the 
exceptionally talented, Steven Camden.” 


