
 

Suggested Reads for U5 Girls 
 

Turtles All the Way Down 
 
John Green 
 
'It's quite rare to find someone who sees the same world you see.' 
 
Sixteen-year-old Aza never intended to pursue the mystery of fugitive 
billionaire Russell Pickett, but there's a hundred thousand dollar reward 
at stake and her Best and Most Fearless Friend, Daisy, is eager to 
investigate. So together, they navigate the short distance and broad 
divides that separate them from Russell Pickett's son, Davis. 
 
Aza is trying. She is trying to be a good daughter, a good friend, a good 
student, and maybe even a good detective, while also living within the 
ever-tightening spiral of her own thoughts. 
 
In his long-awaited return, John Green, the acclaimed, award-winning author of Looking for 
Alaska and The Fault in Our Stars, shares Aza's story with shattering, unflinching clarity in 
this brilliant novel of love, resilience, and the power of lifelong friendship. 
 
Truth or Dare 
 
Non Pratt 
 
A powerful and moving novel about bravery from the Guardian's "writer 
to watch" Non Pratt, perfect for fans of Rainbow Rowell, John Green and 
Holly Bourne. How far is too far when it comes to the people you love? 
Claire Casey hates being the centre of attention. But if it means getting 
Sef Malik to notice her, it’s a risk she’s happy to take. Sef is prepared to 
do anything to help his recently disabled brother. But this means putting 
Claire’s love – and life – on the line. Because when you're willing to risk 
everything, what is there left to lose? 
 
We Are All Made of Molecules 
 
Susin Nielsen 
 
Meet Stewart. He’s geeky, gifted and sees things a bit differently to 
most people. His mum has died and he misses her all the more now he 
and Dad have moved in with Ashley and her mum. 
 
Meet Ashley. She’s popular, cool and sees things very differently to her 
new family. Her dad has come out and moved out – but not far enough. 
And now she has to live with a freakazoid step-brother. 
 
Stewart can’t quite fit in at his new school, and Ashley can’t quite get 
used to her totally awkward home, which is now filled with some rather 
questionable decor. And things are about to get a whole lot more mixed up when these two 
very different people attract the attention of school hunk Jared. . . 



The Handmaid’s Tale 

Margaret Atwood 

The Republic of Gilead offers Offred only one function: to breed. If she 
deviates, she will, like dissenters, be hanged at the wall or sent out to die 
slowly of radiation sickness. But even a repressive state cannot obliterate 
desire - neither Offred's nor that of the two men on which her future hangs. 

Brilliantly conceived and executed, this powerful evocation of twenty-first 
century America gives full rein to Margaret Atwood's devastating irony, wit and 
astute perception. 

1984 

George Orwell 

'Who controls the past controls the future: who controls the present controls the past' 

Hidden away in the Record Department of the sprawling Ministry of Truth, 
Winston Smith skilfully rewrites the past to suit the needs of the Party. Yet 
he inwardly rebels against the totalitarian world he lives in, which demands 
absolute obedience and controls him through the all-seeing telescreens and 
the watchful eye of Big Brother, symbolic head of the Party. In his longing for 
truth and liberty, Smith begins a secret love affair with a fellow-worker Julia, 
but soon discovers the true price of freedom is betrayal. 

George Orwell's dystopian masterpiece, Nineteen Eighty-Four is perhaps the 
most pervasively influential book of the twentieth century. 

 

One of Us is Lying 

Karen M. McManus 

Five students go to detention. Only four leave alive. For fans of Gossip Girl and Pretty Little Liars, this 
is the perfect high school thriller. 

Yale hopeful Bronwyn has never publicly broken a rule.  Sports star Cooper 
only knows what he's doing in the baseball diamond.  Bad boy Nate is one 
misstep away from a life of crime. Prom queen Addy is holding together the 
cracks in her perfect life. And outsider Simon, creator of the notorious gossip 
app at Bayview High, won't ever talk about any of them again. 

He dies 24 hours before he could post their deepest secrets online. 
Investigators conclude it's no accident. All of them are suspects. 

Everyone has secrets, right?  What really matters is how far you'll go to 
protect them. 

  



 
 
 
We All Looked Up 
 
Tommy Wallach 
 
'This generation's The Stand. . . at once troubling, uplifting, scary and heart-wrenching' 
Andrew Smith, author of Grasshopper Jungle 
 
Our Chemical Hearts 
 
Krystal Sutherland 
 
A bittersweet, funny, sad story of friendship, first love, and heartache, all rolled into one 
spellbinding tale. 
 
Entangled 
 
Cat Clarke 
 
A compulsive thriller of dangerous secrets, intense friendships and electrifying attraction. 
 
Moth Girls 
 
Anne Cassidy 
 
A sharp look at the sometimes cruel reality of teenage friendships 
 
Lobsters 
 
Lucy Ivison & Tom Ellen 
  
A book about being on the cusp of adulthood, when you feel your real life is about to begin - 
hysterically funny.  
 
Trouble 
 
Non Pratt 
 
Hannah’s smart and funny ... she’s also fifteen and pregnant. Aaron is new at school and 
doesn’t want to attract attention. So why does he offer to be the pretend dad to Hannah’s 
unborn baby? Growing up can be trouble but that’s how you find out what really matters. 
 
Half of a Yellow Sun 
 
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 
 
A novel about Africa in a wider sense: about the end of colonialism, ethnic allegiances, class 
and race – and about the ways in which love can complicate all of these things. 


