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Topic One: The Death Penalty and International Law 

Hi everyone, my name is Isla and I am your senior chair for the HR committee this year. I have 
been involved in MUN for nearly five years now after being persuaded by our head of MUN, 
Coming from having years of previous debating experience, I had always enjoyed more serious 
debates in Model UN, having positions in Security Councils and Women’s Rights being my 
favourite. Although I am relatively new to the HR committee, I do enjoy chairing; I am eagerly 
awaiting some stimulating debates with some interesting analogies and lots of pernickety ideas.  

I would strongly recommend that in order to prepare for the debate, each delegate produces a 
position paper on each of the debate topics. It should only be around 50- 75 words as it only a 
brief summary of your countries point of view on the debate topics. It must be noted that in 
order to be in the running for an award you must produce a position paper for each topic.  

Send your position paper to modelun@stge.org.uk  

 “The death penalty has no place in the 21st century.”  

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s remark reflects the global trend away from capital 
punishment. More and more Member States from all regions acknowledge that the death 
penalty undermines human dignity, and that its abolition, or at least a moratorium on its use, 
contributes to the enhancement and progressive development of human rights.  

More than 160 Members States of the United Nations with a variety of legal systems, traditions, 
cultures and religious backgrounds, have either abolished the death penalty or do not practice 
it. Yet, prisoners in a number of countries continue to face execution. 

Defining Capital Punishment 

Capital punishment, also known as the death penalty, is “the lawful infliction of death as 
punishment” for committing serious crimes, such as murder. Capital punishment has existed 
since ancient history. 141 countries today have outlawed capital punishment, but many 
countries still practice it. 21 countries practised the death penalty in 2018, and the top 5 
countries were China, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Iraq and Pakistan. Capital punishment is delivered in 
various ways, including lethal injection, electrocution, lethal gas, firing squad, and hanging. 
Some countries allow children to receive the death penalty.  
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Some nations believe that the death penalty is a fair punishment for the most serious crimes, 
and it deters others from committing those crimes. Others believe that capital punishment is 
morally wrong, and sometimes innocent people are put to death. The question facing the 
international community and the United Nations is whether capital punishment should be 
abolished worldwide. 

Legal Framework 

• UN General Assembly resolutions 

In a series of four resolutions adopted in 2007, 2008, 2010, 2012 and 2013, the General 
Assembly urged States to respect international standards that protect the rights of those facing 
the death penalty, to progressively restrict its use and reduce the number of offences which are 
punishable by death. 

 

Possible solutions 

The United Nations’ goal for this topic is to develop international law regarding capital 
punishment. A majority of countries in the committee do not practice capital punishment, and 
they to pass resolutions that persuade the countries that do practice it to stop. Countries that 
practice capital punishment, however, want to preserve their ability to decide whether or not 
to practice it; they want to protect their sovereignty.  

The UN should discuss resolutions that address three key issues:  

• Human Rights: There exists international human rights law on capital punishment, such 
as the Second Optional Protocol referenced above. For countries that want to abolish 
capital punishment, how can countries that practice capital punishment be persuaded 
to sign the protocol? How can the law be strengthened?  

 

• Sovereignty: For countries that practice capital punishment, do they have a right to 
decide whether or not to practice it? Or can the international community tell these 
governments what to do?  
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• Exceptions: In countries where capital punishment takes place, should teenagers, 
children, the mentally handicapped, and other types of people be excluded from capital 
punishment?  

 Guiding Questions  
1. Does your government practice capital punishment? Why or why not?  

 

2. If your government does practice capital punishment, how can you convince the 
international community to respect your government’s decision to allow the death 
penalty?  

 

3. If your government does not practice capital punishment, how can you persuade other 
governments to end their use of the death penalty?  

Useful Links 

On this topic: 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/death-penalty/  

https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/sectors/human-rights-and-governance/democracy-and-
human-rights/fight-against-death-penalty_en  

https://www.bihr.org.uk/blog/the-human-rights-act-unwrapped-abolition-of-the-death-penalty 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/capitalpunishment/against_1.shtml  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/human-rights-council-36-eov-on-the-resolution-on-
the-death-penalty  

For Country Profiles and lots of other useful information:  

http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/  

https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/death-penalty/
https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/sectors/human-rights-and-governance/democracy-and-human-rights/fight-against-death-penalty_en
https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/sectors/human-rights-and-governance/democracy-and-human-rights/fight-against-death-penalty_en
https://www.bihr.org.uk/blog/the-human-rights-act-unwrapped-abolition-of-the-death-penalty
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/capitalpunishment/against_1.shtml
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/human-rights-council-36-eov-on-the-resolution-on-the-death-penalty
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/human-rights-council-36-eov-on-the-resolution-on-the-death-penalty
http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/
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http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/country_profiles/default.stm   

• For issues of current international debate:  

http://www.newint.org/   

http://www.idebate.org/   

http://www.amnesty.org/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/country_profiles/default.stm
http://www.newint.org/
http://www.idebate.org/
http://www.amnesty.org/
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Topic 2: Child Soldiers and rights of the Child. 

Hi everyone, my name is Isla and I am your senior chair for the HR committee this year. I have 
been involved in MUN for nearly five years now after being persuaded by our head of MUN, 
Coming from having years of previous debating experience, I had always enjoyed more serious 
debates in Model UN, having positions in Security Councils and Women’s Rights being my 
favourite. Although I am relatively new to the HR committee, I do enjoy chairing; I am eagerly 
awaiting some stimulating debates with some interesting analogies and lots of pernickety ideas.  

I would strongly recommend that in order to prepare for the debate, each delegate produces a 
position paper on each of the debate topics. It should only be around 50- 75 words as it only a 
brief summary of your countries point of view on the debate topics. It must be noted that in 
order to be in the running for an award you must produce a position paper for each topic.  

Send your position paper to modelun@stge.org.uk. 

Who are child Soldiers? 

Over 250,000 children (ie anyone under the age of 18) are currently serving as child soldiers for 
government armies and armed opposition groups. This number may not be exact, as the 
number of child soldiers is constantly fluctuating in accordance with the development of 
different armed conflicts, and there is, of course, no official records in place.   

A child soldier according to the Paris Principles on the Involvement of Children in Armed 
Conflict 2007 is defined as:  

“A child associated with an armed force or armed group refers to any person below 18 
years of age who is, or who has been, recruited or used by an armed force or armed 
group in any capacity, including but not limited to children, boys and girls, used as 
fighters, cooks, porters, spies or for sexual purposes. (Child Recruitment and Use 2016).”  

This definition includes all children in armed conflict and does not exclude the individuals that 
are not directly involved in the fighting but play a role outside of battle e.g. the aforementioned 
sexual slaves, spies, porters, cooks etc., as well as children placed in direct combat. This 
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understanding is paramount to dealing with the nuances of the issue because treatment, 
rehabilitation, and reassimilation of child soldiers depend heavily on their role in the conflict.   

Why do child soldiers exist? 

There are many reasons why an armed force may choose to use children amongst their ranks.  

The most obvious is that children are both cheap and entirely malleable. If you have the 
opportunity to train a child from a very early age, you can make them exactly as you want them 
to be. These children could be press-ganged by invading marauders, kidnapped, or might 
believe that they are volunteering.  

Once in the possession of rebel groups, they can be taken far away from their families, told any 
number of lies. Once they are not under the full protection of the government, there is no 
guarantee about the nutrition that they might receive, nor the education, living conditions or 
other basic human rights. 

The most difficult reason to tackle is the fact that joining an army may be the only option that a 
child has. In a poverty stricken country, where jobs are hard to come by and education is close 
to non-existent, volunteering to join an army can give children employment, protection, and 
purpose. Research reported by "Child Soldiers International" suggests that children may seek to 
sign up as a way of getting revenge against another force in war torn nations.  

There could be pressure from parents or other people in positions of trust, social, economic, 
traditional or cultural factors which add to these reasons and make the children desire some of 
the power which they perceive soldiers to possess. 

Where are child soldiers used in the world? 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations publishes an annual report on children and armed 
conflict. The 2017 report identified 14 countries where children were widely used by armed 
groups during 2016 (Afghanistan, Colombia, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, Iraq, Mali, Myanmar, Nigeria, Philippines, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, Syria, and 
Yemen) and six countries where state armed forces were using children in hostilities 
(Afghanistan, Myanmar, Somalia, Sudan, South Sudan, and Syria). 

Problems 

• Locating These Children 
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Various laws preventing the use of children in armed conflicts (or as part of a formal army in 
any way) already exist, although a problem that nations and the UN as a whole face is that not 
all armies are legitimised by governments, and as such not all armies are under the control of 
UN jurisdiction. If the majority of child soldiers are trained and utilised by rebel generals, no 
amounts of laws or conventions will amount to a solution.  

• Attacking the Source 

Child soldiers may volunteer for armed conflict if they have nothing else to do. In times of 
famine and drought, children may turn out to be more likely to take up arms and join in with 
conflicts. What would be the purpose of completely eradicating the use of child soldiers 
worldwide if these children would have nothing else to do once they were released from 
service?  

Current Laws 

There are several documents which relate to the issue of Child Soldiers, although not all of 
them have been ratified by all of the nations involved in the issue, so as such they do not bear 
much credence in all discussions on the subject. The Rome Statute (2002) does, however, state 
that "Conscripting or enlisting children under the age of fifteen years into the national armed 
forces or using them to participate actively in hostilities" is a war crime.  

 The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1990  
 The Optional Protocol... on the involvement of children in armed conflict, 2000  
 ILO Minimum Age Convention 138  
 African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child  
 The "Paris Commitments", 2007 

Questions for Debate  

1. What is your country’s stance on child soldiers? (i.e, do they use them, and if so, what 
for?)  

 

2. How can the use of child soldiers be regulated by the UN, and what penalty can be 
imposed on those countries found breaching these rights?  
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3. Would the UN getting involved in these ongoing conflicts with child soldiers affect 
certain war zones that may be in your country? 

 

Useful links   

• On this topic  

http://www.warchild.org.uk/issues/child-soldiers  

http://www.hrw.org/topic/childrens-rights/child-soldiers  

http://www.child-soldiers.org/   

http://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/ 

http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/news/magazine/child-soldiers-betancourt/   

• For Country Profiles and lots of other useful information:  

http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/  

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/country_profiles/default.stm   

• For issues of current international debate:  

http://www.newint.org/   

http://www.idebate.org/   

http://www.amnesty.org/  

  

 

http://www.warchild.org.uk/issues/child-soldiers
http://www.hrw.org/topic/childrens-rights/child-soldiers
http://www.child-soldiers.org/
http://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/news/magazine/child-soldiers-betancourt/
http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/country_profiles/default.stm
http://www.newint.org/
http://www.idebate.org/
http://www.amnesty.org/
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