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Hello, our names are Yumi and Imisi. We are thrilled to be chairing the political committee of 
our first St Georges’ Model UN conference. We hope for engaging debates and encourage our 
delegates to find out the political standing of their countries in order to accomplish this.  

Position papers for each topic about 50-75 words from each country are expected to be 
submitted by 21st September 2019 to the following email: modelun@stge.org.uk  

We look forward to seeing you there!   

Topic One: Social Media Regulation and Performance crime  
Background 

The number of people globally using social media grew by more than 100 million between 
January and March 2018. The role of social media undeniably plays a great part in people’s 
everyday lives today and the importance of it will only increase when technology nowadays 
makes communication more accessible. The Cybersecurity Ventures predicts that a business 
will fall victim to a ransomware attack every 14 seconds by 2019, and every 11 seconds by 
2021. It is unquestionable that the simplicity and popularity of social media creates a platform 
for performance crime and delinquent behaviour including threats of violent extremism, 
disinformation and cybercrimes. 

The symbiotic relationship between the traditional media, the gatekeeper of information, and 
the states have been disrupted by the rise in social media. The traditional media has the 
obligation to provide accurate information in the public interest whereas the main purpose of 
social media was to provide a platform for businesses to communicate with their customers. 
Nearly 64.5% of the Internet users receive breaking news from Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat 
and Twitter instead of traditional media. Although social media does not necessarily provide 
false information to its audience, we may have underestimated how quick it takes for social 
media to spread and manipulate message across relevant social networks. 

Overall, it is inevitable that social media platforms will be regulated. In addition, the extent of 
regulation must be taken into consideration in order to eradicate the abusive use of social 
media.  

Terminology:  
Gatekeeping-  The process by which an individual or group controls access to goods and 

services but particularly to information and people with power.  

 

mailto:modelun@stge.org.uk
https://thenextweb.com/contributors/2018/04/17/report-social-media-use-is-increasing-despite-privacy-fears/
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Restricting access to information such as news by controlling who sees it and 
what is covered by an editor or government. 

Performance Crime-  An illegal act that is committed with the intention of being witnessed by 
an audience or seeking an audience afterwards. Examples include a 
hacker documenting a cyberattack taking down a website, an attacker 
recording a sexual assault and a teenager videoing a cyberbullying 
offense.  

  

Questions to consider:  

1. How does your country define social media regulation?   
 
 

2. Does your country believe that social media should be regulated, and why?  
 
 

3. To what extent should social media be regulated?   
 
 

4. What has your country done to reduce or to prevent cybercrimes?  

 

Relevant documents and articles:  

https://www.forbes.com/sites/andrewarnold/2018/07/30/do-we-really-need-to-start-
regulating-social-media/ 

https://www.theguardian.com/media/2012/dec/27/social-media-crime-facebook-twitter 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-47135058 

https://themanifest.com/social-media/how-people-use-social-media-2018 

https://share.trin.cam.ac.uk/sites/public/Tutorial/Admissions-UG/Dorothy%20Biyere.pdf 

https://www.newsweek.com/social-networks-set-performance-crime-spree-420826 

https://searchsecurity.techtarget.com/definition/hacker
https://whatis.techtarget.com/definition/cyberbullying
https://www.forbes.com/sites/andrewarnold/2018/07/30/do-we-really-need-to-start-regulating-social-media/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/andrewarnold/2018/07/30/do-we-really-need-to-start-regulating-social-media/
https://www.theguardian.com/media/2012/dec/27/social-media-crime-facebook-twitter
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-47135058
https://themanifest.com/social-media/how-people-use-social-media-2018
https://share.trin.cam.ac.uk/sites/public/Tutorial/Admissions-UG/Dorothy%20Biyere.pdf
https://www.newsweek.com/social-networks-set-performance-crime-spree-420826
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https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2016/04/what-can-

governments-learn-from-digital-disruptors/ 

https://www.computerweekly.com/tip/Top-seven-social-media-threats 

Reference:  

https://themanifest.com/social-media/how-people-use-social-media-2018  

https://whatis.techtarget.com/definition/performance-crime 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/nicolemartin1/2018/11/30/how-social-media-has-changed-
how-we-consume-news/#41fdebe3c3ca 

https://www.herjavecgroup.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/CV-HG-2019-Official-Annual-
Cybercrime-Report.pdf 

https://sociologydictionary.org/gatekeeping/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2016/04/what-can-governments-learn-from-digital-disruptors/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2016/04/what-can-governments-learn-from-digital-disruptors/
https://www.computerweekly.com/tip/Top-seven-social-media-threats
https://themanifest.com/social-media/how-people-use-social-media-2018
https://whatis.techtarget.com/definition/performance-crime
https://www.forbes.com/sites/nicolemartin1/2018/11/30/how-social-media-has-changed-how-we-consume-news/#41fdebe3c3ca
https://www.forbes.com/sites/nicolemartin1/2018/11/30/how-social-media-has-changed-how-we-consume-news/#41fdebe3c3ca
https://www.herjavecgroup.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/CV-HG-2019-Official-Annual-Cybercrime-Report.pdf
https://www.herjavecgroup.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/CV-HG-2019-Official-Annual-Cybercrime-Report.pdf
https://sociologydictionary.org/gatekeeping/
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Hello, our names are Yumi and Imisi. We are thrilled to be chairing the political committee of 
our first St Georges’ Model UN conference. We hope for engaging debates and encourage our 
delegates to find out the political standing of their countries in order to accomplish this.  

Position papers for each topic about 50 words from each country are expected to be submitted 
by 21st September 2019 to the following email: modelun@stge.org.uk  

We look forward to seeing you there!   

Topic One: Encouraging the implementation of international military   
exercise   
Background 

There are three different military systems that are found in different nations. First, joining the 
military is voluntary. Second, the nation has a conscription system. Third, joining the military for 
a certain time period is mandatory, therefore military exercise is compulsory. Some countries 
also have both voluntary and compulsory military systems. 

Military exercise is the utilization of a country’s military resources- in the form of training 
citizens, weaponry and strategic testing- without the intent of engaging in actual combat. Also 
known as compulsory military service, military exercise is adopted by countries around the 
world for different reasons.  

For example, in Taiwan, annual military exercises exist to defend the nation from ‘China’s rising 
military threat’. However, in South Korea and the USA, their annual large-scale joint military 
exercises are being scrapped in an attempt to improve ties with North Korea.  

The use of military exercise before the 21st century was justified by the wars that have been 
endured. An example of this would be the 1916 Military Service Act. Ever since, especially after 
the Cold War ended, there have been measures put in place to reduce the chance of another 
world war. Nonetheless, most countries still have an active military service, with some 
countries making it mandatory to join. The impact of military exercise on a nation can be 
determined by exploring its benefits, drawbacks and consequences. 

Some nations also practise joint military exercise for example Russia and China. This tends to 
involve war games with soldiers from each nation and can be a great source of security. 
However, it can also cause concerns among other countries which may encourage them to 
engage in military exercise. This begs the question; if some countries have military exercise, to 
avoid an unfair disadvantage, should it be implemented globally? 

mailto:modelun@stge.org.uk
https://www.theguardian.com/world/north-korea
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The practice of military exercises tends to involve learning and practising these skills: Self-
discipline, Teamwork, Combat skills, Night training, Hand-to-hand combat and weapons 
training, Basic rifle marksmanship and Physical fitness. Therefore, the sole purpose of 
military exercise is to study warfare and engage in battle practice for learning purposes. 

 

Terminology: 

Conscription system- When a military needs people to fight in a war, but there aren't 
enough volunteers, sometimes they'll begin conscription, which is 
a law that says if you are able to fight, you must fight. 

Military Service Act-  This imposed conscription on all single men aged between 18 and 
41, later extended to married men as it was not possible to 
continue fighting by relying on voluntary recruits.  

 

Question to consider: 
1. What military system does your country adopt? 

 

2. How do the political views of your country align with military exercise? 
 

 
3. How does the cultural stance of your country align with military exercise? 

 

4. Would your country be open to practise military exercise if it does not currently do 
so? If not, why? 

 

References: 
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/conscription  

https://www.militaryonesource.mil/military-life-cycle/new-to-the-military/military-
career/army-basic-training-and-officer-candidate-school-what-to-expect 

https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/conscription
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/military-life-cycle/new-to-the-military/military-career/army-basic-training-and-officer-candidate-school-what-to-expect
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/military-life-cycle/new-to-the-military/military-career/army-basic-training-and-officer-candidate-school-what-to-expect
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https://www.reuters.com/article/us-taiwan-drills/taiwan-holds-

military-drills-vows-to-defend-against-chinese-aggression-idUSKCN1T00H3 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/mar/03/us-and-south-korea-scrap-big-military-
exercises-to-ease-tensions-with-north 

 

Relevant Articles or documents: 

https://www.dw.com/en/things-to-know-about-international-military-exercises/a-
40468012 

http://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/countries-with-mandatory-military-service/ 

https://shape.nato.int/exercises 

https://www.militaryonesource.mil/military-life-cycle/new-to-the-military/military-
career/army-basic-training-and-officer-candidate-school-what-to-expect  

https://www.economist.com/leaders/2018/09/06/why-russia-and-chinas-joint-military-
exercises-should-worry-the-west 

https://www.economist.com/europe/2018/09/06/russia-and-china-hold-the-biggest-
military-exercises-for-decades 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-taiwan-drills/taiwan-holds-military-drills-vows-to-defend-against-chinese-aggression-idUSKCN1T00H3
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-taiwan-drills/taiwan-holds-military-drills-vows-to-defend-against-chinese-aggression-idUSKCN1T00H3
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/mar/03/us-and-south-korea-scrap-big-military-exercises-to-ease-tensions-with-north
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/mar/03/us-and-south-korea-scrap-big-military-exercises-to-ease-tensions-with-north
https://www.dw.com/en/things-to-know-about-international-military-exercises/a-40468012
https://www.dw.com/en/things-to-know-about-international-military-exercises/a-40468012
http://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/countries-with-mandatory-military-service/
https://shape.nato.int/exercises
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/military-life-cycle/new-to-the-military/military-career/army-basic-training-and-officer-candidate-school-what-to-expect
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/military-life-cycle/new-to-the-military/military-career/army-basic-training-and-officer-candidate-school-what-to-expect
https://www.economist.com/leaders/2018/09/06/why-russia-and-chinas-joint-military-exercises-should-worry-the-west
https://www.economist.com/leaders/2018/09/06/why-russia-and-chinas-joint-military-exercises-should-worry-the-west
https://www.economist.com/europe/2018/09/06/russia-and-china-hold-the-biggest-military-exercises-for-decades
https://www.economist.com/europe/2018/09/06/russia-and-china-hold-the-biggest-military-exercises-for-decades

