
 
 
 

St George’s School Accessibility Strategy 2016-2019 
 
 
 

Background and Introduction 
 
This plan continues to build upon the considerable progress made during the period of 2003-2016.  
 
The strategy is designed to improve access to St George’s School for all present and prospective members of the community.  It is 
the practical tool for ensuring the stage, funded and well developed implementation of the students’, staff’s and council’s wish to be 
part of a school which tries to mitigate the effects of disability. 
 
The school is committed to implementing all relevant legislation.  It recognises that this strategy must be owned by all members of 
the community and that it must permeate the attitudes, thinking and work of the school. 
 
St George’s is proud of its inclusive ethos and is committed to making reasonable adjustments to make it possible for all members 
of the school community to thrive and fulfil their potential. 
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ACCESSIBILITY STRATEGY 2016-2019 

TARGETS MEASURES 
2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 

Curriculum    
Promoting mental wellbeing to aid 
curriculum access 

Expansion of programmes to continue 
promoting mental wellbeing and to 
build resilience:  

• Trainee doctors to interact 
with students to support 
understanding of mental 
wellbeing 

• Mental First Aid training 
• Seasons for Growth expansion 

through additional staff 
training 

Appropriate assembly for 
reinforcement of wellbeing during 
session 

Review success of strategies put in 
place in 16-17 and adapt as required 

Further review  

Tracking of students’ progress through 
standardized tests 

Development of understanding across 
staff about meaning of data from all 
assessment tests and its use to assist 
with adding value at faculty and 
departmental level 

Review of PTM and PTE use in P6 
(introduced 2016) and L4 (new 2018) 
 
Review the impact of understanding 
development to aid value added 

Further review 

Curriculum flexibility  Review of curriculum provision to 
ensure flexibility can be built in for 
students who require a varied school 
experience to allow development and 
progress 

Ongoing consideration of alternative 
provision methods for students who 
require additional support in 
accessing the standard school 
curriculum 

Ongoing monitoring 

Assessment Arrangements Review of evidence collection for JCQ 
examinations to determine need for 
arrangements that allow greater 
access to the curriculum for identified 
students 
Preparation for new assessment 
qualifications for JCQ to ensure 
continuity in provision 

Review of assessments used in 
school for JCQ AAA purposes to 
ensure appropriate arrangements 
are made for identified students 

Review of SQA AAA provision 

Britannica School Access across the whole school to 
learning resource with flexibility in 
accessibility  

Review of use  



Accessibility Strategy 2016-2019v2  3 

 

TARGETS 
MEASURES 

2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 

Communication    
Development of links with outside 
agencies and continued review of 
school policy in line with legislation 

Ongoing development of links with 
outside agencies 
Review of school policy and its 
communication to members of the 
school community 

Ongoing interaction across school 
community to embed awareness 

Ongoing interaction across school 
community to embed awareness 

0365 Ongoing development of 0365 to 
provide access to materials on 
assistive technology  

Review use of 0365 by those with 
additional support need 
requirements 

Ongoing monitoring 

Improved access to school 
documentation 

Further translation of materials to 
aid access for all members of the 
school community 

Review of access to documentation 
and identification of any further 
requirements 

Ongoing monitoring 

Signage  Review of signage around school to 
ensure it is appropriate and can be 
interpreted by all  

  

Buildings    
New buildings All new buildings to be designed, built 

and equipped in line with accessibility 
legislation 

All new buildings to be designed, built 
and equipped in line with accessibility 
legislation 

All new buildings to be designed, built 
and equipped in line with accessibility 
legislation 

Audit of alarm systems, emergency 
lighting and safe areas 

Alteration to existing alarm system to 
provide uniform sounds and additional 
visual alarms 
Awareness raised about safe areas for 
staff and students who are affected by 
mobility difficulties 

Audit undertaken and appropriate 
changes made to ensure awareness of 
alarms is available   
Monitoring of use of safe areas during 
unplanned drills 

Monitoring of ongoing use of pagers 
to ensure awareness of alarms 

Improvement of provision for 
members of the school community 
who require reasonable adjustments 
to their work environment 

Review of arrangements in place to aid 
access to work for staff with chronic 
pain or disability 

Review of student requirements in 
relation to reasonable adjustments for 
use of school space 

Ongoing monitoring 
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ACCESSIBILITY STRATEGY 2014-2017 AUDIT 
 

TARGETS 
MEASURES AUDIT 

2014-2015 2015-2016 2016 

Curriculum    
Promoting mental wellbeing 
to aid curriculum access 

Introduction of mindfulness 
course 

Wellbeing awareness 
programme relating to 
GIRFEC across school 
community throughout 
session 

Ongoing: Members of staff have undertaken mindfulness 
training and a programme is established in Upper School 
and ICE pack resource is used in Junior School.  
GIRFEC training has taken place for all members of staff 
to provide them with an understanding of wellbeing 
indicators and systems for notifying concerns. 

Support for Learning 
curriculum   

Implementation of learning 
blocks from P3 to L5 to 
enhance skill development to 
aid access to the curriculum  

Impact assessed through 
student evaluation and 
discussions with teaching 
staff.  Alterations made 
following review of the 
evaluations. 

Achieved: The learning block approach in Support for 
Learning has been established and evaluation shows it is 
working well.  There is access for the student to 
development in a range of skill areas, directly related to 
their personal learning and also to their curriculum. 

L5 and U5 Thinking Skills L5 and U5 Thinking Skills 
course reviewed to consider 
benefit to students in 
accessing the 6th form 
curriculum 

 Achieved: OCR Thinking and Reasoning Level 2 
Certificate remains in place as the best means to provide 
access to skill development in this area. 

L5 and U5 Study Skills One day course introduced 
for L5 and a half day course 
for U5 to aid access to 
learning for tests and 
examinations 

Roll out of full programme – 
one day in L5 and one day 
in U5 

Achieved: Roll out of programme to L5 and U5 within 
school time has been undertaken. 

Tracking of students’ 
progress 

Further development of CEM 
centre data (PIPS, InCAS, 
MidYIS) to aid tracking of 
student progress 

Review of 2014-2015 
tracking developments and 
consideration of impact 

Ongoing: regular review is undertaken and in session 15-
16 a decision was made to remove InCAS in R (P7) and 
replace with PTM and PTE in P6 and L4 to identify 
development in these key curriculum areas.    

Reading development Preparation for 
implementation of  paired 
reading programme in school 

Training of students in 
aiding paired reading and 
implementation of paired 
reading programme 

Achieved:  The introduction of paired reading has been 
very successful and its use will be ongoing.  Ambitious 
Readers programme has been introduced in Junior 
School to extend able readers. 

Portable devices Ongoing access to portable 
devices with investigation of 
enhanced use within the 
curriculum structure through 
learning and teaching 

Implementation of learning 
and teaching committee 
framework for greater 
integration of portable 

Ongoing: a pilot programme has been undertaken by 
staff into the use of ipads and there is further 
consideration taking place into use of individual devices 
by students.  HP Streams have been purchased for SfL 
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committee devices for curriculum 
access 

student use and these have been very positively 
received, aided by the use of cloud storage. 

Use of coloured paper Investigate adoption of 
recycled buff coloured paper 
for student photocopying to 
aid those with visual stress 

 Not achieved: The purchase of buff coloured paper for 
use across school when photocopying for students is too 
expensive.  Staff continue to photocopy onto a colour 
identified as suitable for individual students. 
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TARGETS 
MEASURES AUDIT 

2014-2015 2015-2106 2016 

Communication    
Introduction of school policy 
in line with new legislation  

 Policy development in 
response to August 2016 
implementation of Children 
and Young Persons Act 2014 
 

Ongoing: The enactment of CYP in August 2016 
creates a need to review practice to ensure it is in line 
with requirements and is adapted appropriately.  
Awareness within the school community continues to 
be built. 

Improved access to school 
communication 
 

New website designed for 
use across devices, with 
podcasts and sound 
 
 
School post system use 
reviewed 
 
Electronic newsletter 
introduced 

Maintenance of website to 
ensure continued alignment 
with accessibility 
requirements 
 
 
 
 

Achieved:  New website is in place and maintenance 
will continue to ensure it remains aligned to 
accessibility requirements. 
 
 
Achieved:  School post has proven itself to be an 
effective way of communicating with the school 
community. 
Achieved: A weekly e-newsletter is established as a 
means of communication with parents. 

Training in ‘signing’ for staff  Refresher course in ‘signing’ 
for staff 

Not achieved:  The relevance of a refresher course at 
this time could not be identified due to no students 
with profound hearing loss being present in school. 

Buildings    
Access to new buildings  New pavilion to be designed, 

built and equipped in line with 
accessibility legislation 

Achieved: Building will commence in session 17-18.  
All new development will be designed, built and 
equipped in line with accessibility legislation. 

Improvement of access  New portable ramp 
purchased 
 
Appropriate placing of 
desks at parents’ evenings 
to aid access for those 
with mobility difficulties 

 
 
Ongoing consideration of 
space with regard to mobility 
difficulty access 

Achieved: Portable ramps have been purchased. 
 
 
Achieved: Plans are put in place before each parents’ 
evening to ensure appropriate access for wheelchair 
users or those with mobility difficulties. 

Improvement of access for 
those with impaired hearing 

More appropriate use of 
space for parents’ evening 
meetings to aid those with 
hearing impairment 

Ongoing consideration of 
parental and staff needs with 
regard to hearing impairment  

Achieved: changes are made as required to improve 
access for parents and staff related to hearing 
impairment and also difficulties with use of voice.  
Plans are put in place before each parents’ evening to 
ensure appropriate access. 
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