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Hi guys, my name is Clara and I will be chairing the ECOSOC committee. I hope you are all 
excited for a fun weekend filled with good debate. If you have any questions about the 
topics or procedure of the debate don’t hesitate to contact me. You will also need to send 
your position papers, a brief summary of your countries position on both topics, each no 
longer than 50 words to this email by the 21st September or you won’t be able to win an 
award. 
 
Position Papers to be sent to modelun@stge.org.uk  
 
Topic One: International Aid: The amicable donation with damaging 
effects? 
 
What is international Aid? 
 
International Aid is when assistance, often in the form of money, is given by one country or 
multilateral institution to another. Obviously more often than not this assistance is given by 
a more economically developed country to a less economically developed one. Aid can 
come in many forms, for example emergency aid is help given to countries when they have 
experienced unpredicted natural disasters or human conflict, this is short term assistance to 
help solve problems as quickly as possible. Developmental aid is more long term and 
involves giving skills and education to communities for sustainable development. Another 
type of aid is conditional aid; this means the aid has conditions attached which will favour 
the HIC and can end up doing more harm than good to the LIC. 
 
Aid is offered to LICs across the globe by countless developed nations, however, is it doing 
more damage than good. It is argued that aid is not the solution to help, open to corruption 
and a creator of dependency. Or is aid a vital donation that makes a huge difference to 
many countries in need. In our committee we will be opening up the debate about the pros 
and cons for international aid and possible alternatives that could be more suitable. 
 
What are the arguments? 
 
Some reasons against aid: 
 
Aid can be exploited very easily by corrupt governments who can funnel the money 
elsewhere, more often than not into arms production. Thus providing corrupt countries with 
more power to do harm.  
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Aid can also cause dependency as countries rely on the aid and 
don’t develop. Therefore, they are not self-sufficient, this is 

doesn’t do the LIC any favours as they become reliant on others which proves a dangerous 
situation if relations with the HIC deteriorate. 
 
 
 
Some reasons in favour of aid: 
It helps to allow countries to develop and reduce poverty in the long term, benefitting not 
only the recipient but also the HIC who will increase trading partners and market sizes. 
 
Why are issues surrounding Aid relevant now? 
 
With stories coming out in the news about Oxfam workers accused of sexual misconduct in 
Haiti (you can see more here: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-44474211) it is more 
important than ever that we try and understand how we can prevent exploitation and 
improve to way around which we give aid 
 
 
Some questions to think about… 
 

1. Is Aid a long term solution? 
 

2. Is emergency Aid better than developmental or vice versa? 
 

3. Are there other options to help LICs develop? 
 

4. What can we do to make international aid less open to exploitation? 
 
 
 
Useful links to find your countries stance: 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/ 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/country_profiles/default.stm 
 
And possible arguments: 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/sep/02/as-a-system-foreign-aid-is-a-
fraud-and-does-nothing-for-inequality  
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-
network/2017/jan/14/aid-in-reverse-how-poor-countries-develop-rich-countries  
https://www.thelondoneconomic.com/opinion/foreign-aid-africa-help-exploitation/20/07/ 
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Hi guys, my name is Clara and I will be chairing the ECOSOC committee. I hope you are all 
excited for a fun weekend filled with good debate. If you have any questions about the 
topics or procedure of the debate don’t hesitate to contact me. You will also need to send 
your position papers, a brief summary of your countries position on both topics, each no 
longer than 50 words to this email by the 21st September or you won’t be able to win an 
award. 
 
Position Papers will be sent modelun@stge.org.uk 
 
 
Topic One: Single use plastics, damaging and unnecessary or too useful to wipe 
out? 
 
What are single use plastics? 
 
As the name might suggest these are plastic items used once and then thrown away such as 
straws, water bottles and packaging. A vast amount of this cannot be recycled and so goes 
to landfill or finds its way to the oceans. Damaging marine life and destroying ecosystems. 
These plastics are not biodegradable but they do breakdown into small particles, releasing 
dangerous chemicals in the process.  
 
Plastic pollution in the oceans has in recent years become an ever more prominent issue 
with more and more aquatic life being caught up in fishing nets, choking on straws and 
harmed by plastics. Pollution has built up so much in our oceans, much of it accumulated in 
what has been dubbed ‘The great Pacific garbage patch’. 
 
What has been done? 
 
In The UK we have charges on plastics bags which serve to discourage consumers from using 
them. More and more water stations to refill bottles are also being introduced into the UK 
to both encourage reusable bottles and lengthen the lifespan of plastic ones. The EU 
parliament also approved a single use plastic ban in 2018. For more actions to see what your 
countries have done go to: 
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2018/07/ocean-plastic-pollution-
solutions/ 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2018/07/ocean-plastic-pollution-solutions/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2018/07/ocean-plastic-pollution-solutions/


St George’s School for Girls 
Briefing Paper  
ECOSOC Committee 
 
 
 

What are the arguments? 
 
People are calling for flat out bans on single use plastics, believing this is the only answer to 
the problem. Whilst this would massively reduce pollution could it cause too much public 
upset? 
 
Others believe that policies should be put into place that are less harsh and would more 
discourage people from using single use plastics and incentivise reusable alternatives. 
Would this be enough? 
 
Some people would rather shy away from the issue all together, arguing that there are more 
important topics to focus on. Does this seem more like your country’s view? 
 
Some questions to consider… 
 

1. Are single use plastics too hard to eradicate? 
 

2. Are single use plastics as damaging as the media makes out? 
 

3. Can we afford to stop using single use plastics yet? 
 

4. How much should we be investing into researching alternatives? 
 
Useful links to find your countries stance: 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/ 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/country_profiles/default.stm 
 
And possible arguments: 
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2018/06/how-the-world-is-fighting-plastic-pollution/ 
https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/uk-tackling-plastic-pollution-waste-plan/  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-northern-ireland-48760751/plastic-pollution-
stemming-the-tide-on-ni-s-beaches 
https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/uk-tackling-plastic-pollution-waste-plan/ 
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