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Hi everyone, I'm Louisa, and I'll be chairing the security council at St. 

George’s MUN this year!  

 The Security Council of the United Nations is the principle crisis 

management body. The five permanent members (P5) and ten elected 

members of the United Nations participate in the Security Council. Any 

of the P5 can veto a resolution. The council’s ten elected members, 

which serve two-year, nonconsecutive terms, are not afforded veto 

power, and are elected by a two-thirds vote of the UN General 

Assembly. 

All members should submit a position paper of 50-75 words. These 

should be submitted to modelun@stge.org.uk by 21 September. 

Topic One: RESOLVING BORDER AND TERRITORIAL DISPUTES 

OVERVIEW: 

A border dispute involves two or more countries claiming ownership of 

a particular piece of land and are in conflict, either through diplomatic 

means or warfare. Territorial disputes are classified as those arising 

from decolonization, those involving invasion and those involving 

secession. 

 

Boundary and territorial problems can include both land and maritime 

disputes. While the International Court of Justice (ICJ) is important, the 

Security Council also plays a large role. Maintaining secure, stable and 

defined maritime, land and air borders can be challenging for many 
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Member States. Land borders, for example, can 

be difficult to monitor due to length. Other challenges derive from the 

lack of financial and human resources, equipment and specialist skills, 

or the lack of intra-State and inter-State cooperation, or few in detail 

maps. 

 

Territorial disputes can be difficult to solve, especially due to the 

emotional depth and personal involvement often involved in cases of 

territory, it is difficult to resolve the dispute in a manner that does not 

leave people displaced, especially as often the larger and more 

powerful country with more allies win, with the needs and desires of 

the residents of the territories ignored.  

 

THE U.N.’S ROLE: 

The United Nations has been involved in settling many boundary and 

territorial disputes. Throughout the 19th and 20th century, the world 

was conquered and colonized by various empires, from the British to 

the Ottoman. Although in 2019 little territory is retained of these 

empires, the impacts of colonialization are still felt today. Territorial 

disputes stemming from colonial borders are prevalent worldwide, 

hostilities appear in every continent, and affect many states. Disputes 

vary from semi-independent states claiming territory for new states, to 

disagreements over ownership of islands.  

 

Examples of territorial disputes which could be discussed include: 
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TIBET: - the people's republic of china claim the territory of Tibet, which 

has a large independence movement. the Aksai Chin area and the state 

of Arunachal Pradesh are also disputed between the PRC and India. 

 

KOSOVO: The Republic of Kosovo declared independence from the 

Republic of Serbia in 2008.  recognition varies, with the USA and 

western Europe recognizing Kosovo, while Serbia and UN do not 

recognize Kosovo as an independent state. 

 

KASHMIR:  a territorial conflict primarily between India and Pakistan 

over the Kashmir region. The conflict started after the partition of India 

in 1947. Both India and Pakistan claim the entirety of the region.        

 

CHAGOS ARCHIPELAGO:  - Previously part of the British empire, the 

islands were once home to the Chagossians, who were evicted to allow 

the United States to build a military base on Diego Garcia, the largest of 

the Chagos Islands. The sovereignty of the Chagos Archipelago is 

disputed between the UK and Mauritius, with the US also having an 

interest.  

 

While most border disputes arise from physical land, increasingly, 

member states have become firmer over maritime territory. The 

greatest areas of conflict continue to be in the south china sea and 

eastern Mediterranean Sea. In order to claim greater maritime 
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territory, countries often claim otherwise 

inconsequential islands. This is expected to become a greater issue in 

coming years. 

 

The debate over how to resolve border disputes still goes on today, and 

in some cases may descend into armed conflict. The issue poses many 

pressing and difficult questions for the U.N.,  

Here are some points to consider:  

• Who does your country believe should decide the validity of 

territorial claims? 

• Does your country believe that the decision should be made by a 

process conducted by the U.N. or other bodies? 

• how much value should be placed on the wishes of those living in 

the disputed territory? 

• what weight should historical claims to territory have? 

• does your country have a particular dispute to solve? 

• how should disputed borders be maintained? 
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Hi everyone, I'm Louisa, and I'll be chairing the security council at St. 

George’s MUN this year!  

 The Security Council of the United Nations is the principle crisis 

management body. The five permanent members (P5) and ten elected 

members of the United Nations participate in the Security Council. Any 

of the P5 can veto a resolution. The council’s ten elected members, 

which serve two-year, nonconsecutive terms, are not afforded veto 

power, and are elected by a two-thirds vote of the UN General 

Assembly. 

All members should submit a position paper of 50-75 words. These 

should be submitted to modelun@stge.org.uk by 21 September. 

TOPIC TWO: THE SITUATION IN SYRIA 

 

OVERVIEW: 

Syrian civil war grew out of a popular uprising against the regime of 

President Bashar al-Assad in March 2011, one of many uprisings in the 

Middle East in the “Arab spring”. At the root of the conflict was anger 

over unemployment, decades of dictatorship, corruption and state 

violence under one of the Middle East’s most repressive regimes. The 

armed response of the state against initially peaceful protests led to 

armed rebellion, which soon took hold across Syria, dragging the 

country into a full-scale civil war. The terrorist group ISIS (also known as 

Islamic State or IS) soon seized territory for their caliphate. The people 

mailto:modelun@stge.org.uk
https://www.thoughtco.com/definition-of-state-terrorism-3209371
https://www.thoughtco.com/definition-of-state-terrorism-3209371


St George’s School for Girls 
Briefing Paper  
Security Council 
 

 

of Syria are also a very diverse group, making 

efforts to end the violence hard. Syria has many religions. Most Syrians 

are Muslims who practice the Shiite version of Islam, with minority 

Sunni, Druze, and Christian communities. While the war began as a 

regional conflict, with Iran taking a large role supporting the regime and 

Turkey and the Arab League aiding various rebel militant groups, many 

member states are now became heavily involved, including Russia (in 

support of the Syrian regime) and members of NATO (against both ISIS 

and the Assad Regime).  

Major concerns for the security council are the use of chemical 

weapons, in attacks widely believed to be perpetrated by the Syrian 

military, and torture, by multiple parties, as well as multiple allegations 

of war crimes 

Since the Syrian conflict erupted in 2011, Syria has witnessed 

unprecedented devastation and displacement. It is estimated that 5.6 

million Syrians have fled the country and 6.1 million are internally 

displaced. 

 

THE U.N.’S ROLE: 

 

The Syrian conflict has been frequently discussed during meetings of 

the security council, having been discussed 33 times since 2017. 

Furthermore, since 2012, the Security Council has adopted 23 

resolutions on Syria or largely related to Syria. Other efforts made by 

the UN include; 

-8 rounds of intra-Syrian talks since 2016 to seek a peaceful resolution 



St George’s School for Girls 
Briefing Paper  
Security Council 
 

 

-14 million medical treatments in 2017 

-humanitarian convoys which reached 820,000 people in Syria 

 

Obviously, further action is needed. As of August 2019, the Syrian 

government has regained control of vast swathes of the country, with 

ISIS’s caliphate destroyed. However, Kurdish separationists hold the 

north of the country, in a de facto autonomous region, and enclaves of 

rebels still exist. While the aspect of the Syrian Civil war most 

commonly reported on was the battle against ISIS, that threat is largely 

past, and the U.N. must now focus on the future of the conflict. 

 

Here are some points to consider:  

  

• Is further military action needed? 

• Should the UN and the security council remain involved? 

• Was your country impacted by the conflict? 

• Does/ did your country support the Assad regime? 

• What should happen to the 5.6 million Syrian refugees? 

• What are the priorities in this conflict for your country? 

• Should the Assad regime remain in power? 

• What should happen to the Kurdish controlled north? 
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https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2015/10/syrian-

civil-war-guide-isis/410746/ 

https://www.thoughtco.com/syrian-civil-war-explained-2353569 

https://news.un.org/en/focus/syria 
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